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Lesson 10.—Jesus’ Matchless Power 
(Temperance). Mark 4:35 to 5:43. 
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Christmas Shopping 
By Cordelia Spitzer 


F YOU are starting shopping I 
Have some things to suggest— 
Some items which I think your friends 
And loved ones would like best: 


“Forgiveness” would be first although 
It meant a second mile, 
Then “Thoughtfulmess” and “Friendli- 
ness” 
Each tied with bows of “Smile.” 


Fd place that rare commodity, 
“Unselfishness,” above 

Many another purchase and 
Then wrap them all in “Love.” 


I truly think if you would try 
This plan that you would find 

To your surprise these gifts would be 
Returned to you in kind. 


BY 


The Bridge Is Too Short 


However hard man tries, he can 
hever reach Heaven by his own wisdom 
and in his own way. One of the’ older 
writers has said that a saviour who is 
not divine is a bridge broken at the 
farther end. There is a mystery in the 
“number of a man,” 666 (Rev. 13:18). 
One interesting fact about the number 
is that, when it comes with a decimal 
Point as quotient in division, it is a re- 
Peating decimal; that is, it will never 
Teach seven; which is the number of 


divine perfection. The September. issue 
of Fortune contains a thought-provok- 
ing article, entitled “The Businessman’s 
Moral Failure,” by Louis Finkelstein, a 
rabbi, and professor of Theology at the 
Jewish Theological Seminary of Amer- 
ica, New York: He exposes and criticizes 
many forms of dishonesty common in 
business today. He describes a united 
effort to correct the world’s evils. 
“Modest steps to focus different types 
of experience on the complex issues of 
our day,” he writes, “have been takén 
in various ways, one of which is the 
work of a group of scholars who drew 
together in 1939 in New York. The 
group includes social scientists, philoso- 
phers, and theologians of different 
faiths, who were stirred by the appari- 
tion of Nazism but recognized it as a 
symptom of a chronic disease of our 
time rather than the disease itself. They 
hoped they could clarify today’s moral 
problems. Once a year, sometimes once 
in two years, these scholars have met. 
Some participants are frankly agnostic, 
some atheistic, others devout. For a 
long time their discussions were at 
cross-purposes. There were frequent 
outbursts when varied types of mind 
and experience confronted one another. 
Gradually, they arrived at an astound- 
ingly simple conclusion: the problem of 


x 


their concern may be summed up in a 
single word—‘responsibility.’ This con- 
ference of scholars is hopeful of estab- 
lishing nothing less than a World 
Academy of Ethics and an Institute for 
Practical Ethics for Everyday Living, 
drawing on the wisdom not only of 
Christianity and Judaism but of Islam, 
Buddhism, Confucianism, and other tra- 
ditidns. The scholars need the help and 
participation of businessmen.” While in 
a sense this plan is laudable for its sin- 
cerity and high aims, it will never suc- 
ceed, for it is a sad mixture of truth 
and error, and ignores “Christ the power 
of God, and the wisdom of God.” Long 
ago the Apostle Paul declared, “For 
after that in the wisdom of God the 
world by wisdom knew not God, it 
pleased’ God by the foolishness of 
preaching to save them that believe. 
For the Jews require a sign, and the 
Greeks seek after wisdom: but we 
preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews 
a stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks 
foolishness; but unto them which are 
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ 
the power of God, and the wisdom of 
God” (1 Cor. 1:21-24). The remedy for 
all individual and collective troubles is 
to give Christ the pre-eminence. This 
the world will never do until Christ re- 
turns to rule in power and justice. 
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Our Alcoholic Civilization and the Children 


By the late Ernest Gordon 


National Councilor from Win- 
terthur, who has written on “Al- 
coholism and the Misery of Children.” 
His essay spikes the odious cant that 
emotion in dealing with alcoholism 
should be avoided on scientific grounds. 
To object to dwelling on the horrors 
and foulmess and stffering resulting 
from drink is but academic imposture. 
Monsieur Frei’s account is based 
chiefly on a conscientious investigation 
of fifty families in the Swiss city of 


Mi'retionar EMILE FREI is a Swiss 








Comfort for Dark Days 2 





“The Lord upholdeth all that 
fall, and raiseth up all those that 
be bowed down” (Psa. 145:14). 

















Basel. The fathers were spending from 
20 per cent to 23 per cent of their in- 
come in drink. This meant severe food 
limitations for wives and children. Thus 
a wife of one mechanic had to wait 
weeks before receiving money for the 
household. All that she could give her 
children, of two and four respectively, 
was soup and bread; no milk. The 
older one received mornings, before go- 
ing to a children’s school, only a cup of 
black coffee. Can it be surprising that 
subnourished children become ulti- 
mately the prey of tuberculosis? 

Their health, future, and moral de- 
velopment are in the hands of an al- 
coholic father—characterless and bound 
to a saloon table. 

Touching at times is it how children 
stand by their neglected homes. Here 
was a girl of nineteen who turned over 
her weekly wage to her mother. That 
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meant she was without good clothes, 
had, for example, to buy an old petti- 
coat at a pawnshop. A legal investi- 
gation revealed an almost total lack of 
underwear and when later she was sent 
to the hospital, it was discovered that 
she was without even a nightgown. 

Wounded in their natural sense of 
justice, can these children but revolt 
when they find they are without cloth- 
ing, playthings, affection? To continu- 
ous privations are added fright and 
night terror. They become ashamed of 
their family, lose their normal self-re- 
spect. Development of character and 
moral equilibrium are gravely com- 
promised. 

Further, alcoholic poverty obliges the 
mother to work out, a crime against 
childhood. Children are thus deprived 
for. most of their waking hours of moral 
education and affectionate care. They 
are left to themselves, exposed to all 
the risks that an abandoned child runs. 

The new pedagogy rightly insists on 
the fundamental importance of parental 
love. Every child of an alcoholic is 
menaced in its moral development be- 
cause its parent has failed in his natural 
role of educator and model for the diffi- 
culties and conflicts of life. Particu- 
larly weighted with evil consequences 
are the emotions of a sensitive child 
at the home-coming of a father who, 
for a mere nothing, seeks a quarrel or 
breaks out in fits of anger. 

There is nothing more terrible than 
the continual state of fear in which so 
many wives and children of drunkards 
live. The cantonal court of Zurich had 
before it the case of a little girl of eight, 
who had passed a whole icy winter night 
in a shed in the woods whither she had 
fled to escape cruel treatment at her 
drunken father’s hands. It was there 
they found her in the morning, -trem- 
bling with fear and cold. 

While a harmonious family life leaves 








The Centenary Number 


HROUGH the goodness and mercy 

of God, THE SunpAy ScHoo.t TImMes 
is nearing the completion of one hun- 
dred years of continual publication. It 
was begun in Philadelphia in 1859 by the 
American Sunday-School Union. 

The issue of January 3, 1959, will be 
a special Centenary Number. On the 
cover there will be pictures of Henry 
Clay Trumbull, Charles G. Trumbull, 
John D. Wattles, John Wanamaker, and 
Philip E! Howard, Sr. Inside there will 
be pictures of the Directors, the lesson 
writers, and THE SuNnDAY ScHOOL TIMES 
staff. There will be articles of special 
interest which are appropriate to that 
number, including a short history of 
THE Sunpay Scuoot Times. Later is- 
sues will contain further articles com- 
memorating the 100th anniversary. 

This special Centenary Number will 
be printed on better paper and will 
have extra circulation making a total 
distribution of at least 72,000. 

The year verse chosen for 1959 is 
this: “Hitherto hath the Lord helped 
us” (1 Sam, 7:12). 
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unforgettable memories, especially of 
fete days, children and wives of drunk- 
ards are deprived of all such. An ex- 
ample: alcohol had so brutalized one 
drinker that, in an access of rage, he 
took a hatchet and chopped to pieces a 
Christmas tree that his wife and chil- 
dren had lighted. An official of the 
antialcohol dispensary reported a la- 
borer, forty years of age, who fre- 
quently struck his boy of six. For three 
weeks, on one occasion, the child had an 
eye ecchymosis. A blow on his stomach 
had caused cramps. A little before the 
intervention of the dispensary, the fif- 
teen-year-old girl was planning suicide 
as the only way out. 

Such shocks profoundly undermine 
the psychic life of children and adoles- 
cents, provoking genuine mental sick- 
ness, which requires long treatment. 

How much respect for his father 
could that child have who, every day, 


carried his little savings to school lest 
/ 


his father grab them for drink? 

Much more often than one would be- 
lieve, alcoholized fathers, morally bru- 
talized, attack the virginity of their 
daughters of school age. One can but 
imagine the tragic consequences such 
acts can have in the development 
of these young persons. 
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Children of drunkards, then, carry 
through life infinitely sad memories, 
full of fear and humiliation. Those 
who know these things have no right 
to remain indifferent to them. The 
question of the right of all children. to 
a good upbringing is involved. H. Pes- 
talozzi was right when he said, “The 
decisive factors of a true education 
ought always to be sought in family 


conditions.” \ 


All this is central to the problem of 
juvenile delinquency, yet how rarely is 
it mentioned in current discussion! 
And there are those who insist that 
these things should not appear in public 
instruction’ lest “emotional” indignation 
should disturb scientific objectivity. 

Figaro, a Paris newspaper, reported 
some time ago a harrowing incident 
concerning an alcoholic patient, entered 
in the insane asylum of St. Anne. Then 
it went on: 

“This happened recently. The cry of 
this alcoholic, the tears of his wife, the 
reflections of the social assistant—we 
find them all, multiplied a thousand- 
fold, in the results of the survey by 


(Continued on page 868) 








NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS 


Have the Jews Changed 
Their New Year’s Day? 


I have a question to ask you which 
puzzles me. Last Wednesday (Sept. 
17) the Jews celebrated Yom Kippur. 
As I understand it, that is their New 
Year’s Day. Now how did they ever 


get around’ to celebrating the New 


Year in*September, when at the time 
of the first Passover God commanded 
them to make that month, which ac- 
cording to Scofield, is April, the first 
month of their year?—An Indiana 
reader. 


This question was submitted to Dr. 
Victor Buksbazen, general secretary of 
The Friends of Israel Missionary and 
Relief Society, whose reply follqws: 


Before answering the question a 
correction is needed. Yom Kippur is 
not New Year’s Day, but the Day of 
Atonement. 

The Jews count the year in two 
ways, the Biblical or sacred year, and 
the secular. 

According to Exodus 12:2 the Bibli- 
cal year begins in the spring. The 
first month of the year, called by the 
Jews Nisan, corresponds roughly to 
our April, but usually overlaps part 
of March and part of April. 

The second method of counting time 
is the secular year, which begins on 
the first day of the seventh month, 
called Tishri. It is on this day that 
the Jews observe Rosh Hashana, or 
New Year. 

The Old Testament feasts are men- 
tioned in Leviticus 23, where in verse 
24 New Year’s Day is referred to as 





“a memorial of blowing of trumpets”: 
“Speak unto the children of Israel, 
saying, In the seventh month, in the 
first day of the month, shall ye have 
a sabbath, a memorial of blowing of 
trumpets, an holy convocation.” 

New Year’s Day initiates a peniten- 
tial period of ten days ending with 
Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement: 

“Also on the tenth day of this 
seventh month there shall be a day 
of atonement: it shall be an holy 
convocation unto you; and ye shall 
afflict your souls, and offer an offer- 
ing made by fire unto the Lord” (Lev. 
23:27). 

It should be remembered that the 
Jewish calendar is based on the lunar 
year, which has twelve months of 28 
or 29 days each. To reconcile the 
difference between the lunar year, 
which is shorter, and the solar year, 
an extra month is added every three 
or four years. This explains why 
the Jewish New Year and other feasts 
do not follow the same day in relation 
to our calendar. 

This year the Jewish New Year 
came September 15. In 1959 ‘it will 
be October 3. The Jewish day is 
reckoned from sundown to sundown, 
just as in Genesis 1:5, “And the 
evening and the morning ‘were the 
first day.” 


"Dr. Buksbazen has written a‘ book 
on “The Gospel in the Feasts of Israel,” 
now in its third edition, and of which a 
Hebrew translation was recently pub- 
lished in Israel. It may be had from 
The Friends of Israel Missionary and 
Relief Society, 728 Witherspoon Bldg., 


Philadelphia 7, Pa., at $1 a copy. 
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lesson for December 7 


_1V. Contrasts 


Which throw light on the figures 
used in Matthew 25 


N THE King’s left hand will be 
O placed the rebellious “goat” na- 

tions, deceived by Satan and 
choosing to abide in the deception. 
Their surprised question will be also, 
When? Apparently we are expected to 
understand that the kindness of the 
“sheep” nations and .the unkindness of 
the “goat” nations both express an in- 
bred attitude. The failure of these na- 
tions to render service to the King by 
showing kindness to His brethren will 
be prima facie evidence that they pre- 
fer “the way of Cain” and are “of that 
wicked one” (1 John 3:12). 

It should be helpful, by way of a 
Biblical study in national characteris- 
tics, to compare the qualities.of the two 
classes of nations: 


THE SHEEP 


A sheep is a clean animal. A shep- 
herd will carry a sheep on his shoulder, 
and a lamb in his bosom (Isa. 40:11). 

A sheep is an obedient animal, cap- 
able of a sustained friendly relationship 
with the shepherd (John 10:3-5). 

A sheep is a submissive animal, in 
life and in death. It does not kick or 
try to run away (Isa. 53:7). 

It is not uncommon for a sheep to go 
astray, but it is in the nature of the 
sheep to appeal to the shepherd for de- 
liverance (Psa. 119: 176). 

In the Scriptures men who ‘were 
noted for pleasing God, such as Abel 
and David, were keepers of sheep 
(Gen. 4:2; 2 Sam. 7:8). 

Our Lord, in His vicarious ministry, 
is typified both as a lamb and a sheep 
(Isa. 53:7; Rev. 5:6). 


THE GOATS 


The goat is a natural tramp; he never 
thinks himself to be lost. High hills 
are a refuge for wild goats (Psa. 104: 
18a) . 

On the authority of one who raises 
them, goats have a most offensive odor, 
almost as bad as swine. 

A captive goat will cry even though 
he is not being hurt; and when he is to 
be killed at least three of his legs 
should be securely tied. 

Goats are destroyers of good. They 
will trample a pasture and make it goat 
Sick (Ezek. 34:18). They will mark all 
trees and break branches. 

Goats are uncharitable, intractable. 

They will eat their fill of focd and up- 
Set the rest. Correction, scolding, or 
flogging has no effect on them. 
’ Goats are fickle and fastidious. They 
Tequire a variety of food to produce 
milk. If food does not please them, 
they will eat just enough to live with- 
out producing. | 

Goats are exclusive. 
intercourse with sheep. 

Goats are unclean. They do not like 
Water; washing produces cramps. Rain 


They have no 
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Between Real Sheep and Goats 


This is the concluding section of the 
exposition of the last part of our 
Lord’s Olivet Discourse, by Dr. 
Centz, who is connected with the 
American Association for Jewish 
Evangelism. 








will drive them to shelter, even when 
feeding. 

Goats possess 
They are not afraid of fire 
41). 

Goats are a type of Gentile power. 
The goat with the prominent horn (Dan. 
8:5; Zech. 1:20, 21). The goat that 
waxed very great (Dan. 8:8; Gen. 9: 


a bravery of sorts. 
(Matt. 25: 


27a). The rough goat—king of Grecia 
(Dan. 8:21). 

Goats are connected with Satan. “All 
the he-goats of the earth” (Isa. 14:9, 


A.S.V., marg.). 

The judgment of the nations will be 
the. divine adjudication of the case that 
has been pending ever since “Cain rose 
up against Abel his brother, and slew 
him.” In reality, viewed in the light 
of its ultimate implications, it will be 
the case of the Son of the Father versus 
the son of perdition. 


Two CULTURES 


On the basis of revealed facts enter- 
ing into the case, this much is clear 
beyond any shadow of doubt. There 
are two cultures that condition the life 
of the human race, each producing its 
ewn civilization: the culture of the 
“sheep” and the culture of the “goat.” 
There are also two main paths in life: 
the way of Abel, which is “by faith,” 
and the way of Cain; and the Lord said, 
“Behold, I judge . . . between the rams 
and the he goats” (Ezek. 34:17). 

The faith objective of those who walk 
in the way of Abel is the Seed of the 
Woman, the 'God Man, who said, “I am 
the gesurrection, and the life: he that 
believeth in me, though he were dead, 
yet shall he live” (John 11:25); and, 
“My sheep .. . I give unto them eternal 
life; and they shall never perish, neither 
shall any man pluck them out of my 
hand” (John 10:27, 28). 

On the other hand, the way of Cain 
inevitably leads to “the error of Ba- 
laam,” and those who follow it, be- 
cause they persist in gainsaying God’s 
Anointed, eventually perish as did Core 
(Jude 11). 

The Psalmist, a friend of the court, 
offers this advance information: “The 
Lord knoweth the way of the righteous: 
but the way of the ungodly shall perish” 
(Psa. 1:6),. 

‘“Come, ye blessed of my Father .. . 
and “Depart from me, ye cursed ... 
Within the area of these decisions from 
the Throne of Glory rise the greatest 
difficulties to a proper understanding 


By HERMAN B. CENTZ, D.D. 


and interpretation of the whole Olivet 
Discourse. 

It is astonishing to what extent Chris- 
tian thought, even in most conserva- 
tive areas, has been taken captive by 
the Augustinian philosophy of the City 
of God and Calvin's effort to implement 
it in the Church State. 

The Church is admittedly a parenthe- 
sis in God’s plan of the ages, but we 
seldom stop to reflect on the sequence 
in which it has been bracketed as a 
divine interlude. Consequently there is 
much loose talk about present-day 
evangelism as kingdom-building, when 
as a matter of fact the process of bring- 
ing the Kingdom of God to earth was 
interrupted at Calvary and will not be 
resumed until the Son of man comes 
back to sit on the throne of His glory. 

Then again, it is generally conceded 
that the Millennial Kingdom is a sep- 
arate dispensation, or administration, 
with its own prescribed regulations and 
attendant rewards and penalties; yet 
there are scholars who, apparently dis- 
regarding the Acts 15:13-17 passage, 
insist that the “sheep” nations must be 
saved nations. To be sure, the Saviour 
did say to Nicodemus, “Except a man be 
born of water and of the Spirit, he can- 
not enter the kingdom of God”; but 
Nicodemus, we must remember, was 
an Israelite, a member of the nation 
whose relationship to the Messianic 
Kingdom is unlike that of any other 
people. 


THREE CLASSES OF NATIONS 


Three classes of nations will stand be- 
fore the King of Glory at the ushering 
in of the Millennial Kingdom: 

1. “These my brethren”—the remnant 
of Israel who have survived the Great 
Tribulation. These will have been re- 
generated by the outpouring of the 
spirit of grace and supplication, and the 
Lord will reign over them according to 


. the prophecy in Luke 1: 31-33. 


2. The “sheep” nations, no doubt the 
“other sheep,” now delivered from the 
deceptive power of Antichrist, of whom 
the Saviour said, “They shall hear my 
voice” (John 10: 16). 

3. The “goat” nations. These will also 
enter the Millennial Kingdom, to be 
ruled with the rod of iron, or to be 
dashed in pieces like a potter’s vessel. 
It seems clear from Zechariah 14: 16-19 
that there will be disobedient nations 
in the Kingdom, and the specific men- 
tion of “the family of Egypt” would in- 
dicate that they will not be, as is some- 
times taught, the descendants of the 
“sheep” nations, born during the millen- 
nial period. 

In the Matthew 25:31-46 passage, 
there appears to be a time hiatus be- 
tween the final verse and those above 
it; a gap of the same nature as many 
scholars find between the two opening 
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verses of the Book of Genesis. It sug- 
gests that, as in every preceding dis- 
pensation, neither reward nor punish- 
ment is fully dispensed until the end. 
Thus the “sheep” nations, who initially 
inherit the kingdom, are finally de- 
scribed as righteous, and go away into 
life eternal. Likewise the “goat” na- 
tions, having persisted throughout the 
thousand years in their disobedience to 
the King, are at the end consigned to 
everlasting punishment. “To some,” 
says Dr. Lewis Sperry Chafer, “these 
verdicts upon the nations seem extreme, 
especially that pronounced upon those 
on His left hand. It is probable, how- 
ever, that their departure to the lake 
of fire is that which belongs to them 
because of their lost estate and that 
the actual casting of them into the lake 
of fire is deferred until the hour de- 
scribed in Revelation 20:11-15 (cf. Matt. 
13: 30) .” 

The Twenty-fourth Psalm, that 
crowning gem in the quartet of Psalms 
depicting Gethsemane, Calvary, the 
Risen Shepherd, and the Reigning King, 
gives us also a preview of the first Mil- 
lennial day. 

The majestic gates have lifted up 
their heads, and the everlasting doors 
have swung open that the King of 
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Glory might come into His own._ The 
highway to the Hill of the Lord is now 
open, and the first to seek the privilege 
of standing in the Holy Place is the 
generation of Jacob, now a people of 
clean hands, pure hearts, and undefiled 
lips, because they have received the 
blessing of the Lord, even righteous- 
ness from the God of their salvation. 
“Open to me the gates of righteousness,” 
will be their triumphant petition, “I 


will go into them, and I will praise the . 


Lord” (Psa. 118:19). “For the Lord will 
have mercy on Jacob, and will yet 
choose Israel .. . and the strangers shall 
be joined with them, and they shall 
cleave to the house of Jacob” (Isa. 14: 
1). “And many nations shall be joined 
to the Lord in that day, and shall be 
my people” (Zech. 2:11). 

One of these days this preview will 
become history. Then, seeing the bless- 
edness of the people whose God is 
Jehovah, “many people shall go and 
say, Come ye, and let us go up to the 
mountain of the Lord, to the house of 
the God of Jacob; and he will teach us 
of his ways, and we will walk in his 
paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the 
law, and the word of the Lord from 
Jerusalem” (Isa. 2:3). ’ 

WInona LAKE, IND. 


|. Postmillennialism Again 


A critique of a defense of the doctrine 


The first part of a review of “The 
Millennium,” by Loraine Boettner. (Pres- 
byterian and Reformed Publishing Co., 
Philadelphia 6, 1958, 380 pages, $4.50.) 


E HAD thought postmillennialism 

was dead. For years I have been 
telling my classes in theology that, in 
the minds of Biblical scholars, post- 
millennialism was abandoned in the 
early thirties. With the disillusion- 
ment brought about by World War I, 
followed by the careful exegetical 
scholarship of Gerhardus Vos, espe- 
cially his “Pauline Eschatology,” pub- 
lished in .1930, postmillennialism lost 
all: substantial support.’ 

Boettner (p. 11) quotes Alexander 
Reese as saying, in 1937, “The post- 
millennial interpretation .. . is now as 
dead as Queen Anne, and just as. honor- 
ably buried.” He further quotes Lewis 
Sperry Chafer as saying, in 1936, “Post- 
millennialism is dead.” Boettner him- 
self complains, “The postmillennial po- 
sition has been much neglected during 
the past third of a century .. .” (p. 10). 

But now a Biblical scholar who is 
eminently worthy of respect in Chris- 
tian circles comes forward in the de- 
fense of postmillennialism. Dr. Lo- 
raine Boettner’s greatest work was his 
“Reformed Doctrine of Predestination,” 
published in 1932. During all these 
years we have been recommending it 


By J. OLIVER BUSWELL, Jr., Ph.D., D.D. 


Dean of the Graduate Faculty, 
Covenant College, St. Louis, Mo. 


to theological students. Meanwhile, a 
number of other worthy books have 
come from his pen. Dr. Boettner’s case 
for postmillennialism should be taken 
seriously by us premillenarians. The 
refutation of it will drive us deeper 
into the Word, and will correct some of 
our common errors. 


DEFINITIONS 


Postmillennialism is the doctrine that 
the visible, glorious return of Christ 
will take place after a millennial 
period on earth in which righteousness 
will everywhere prevail. 

Premillennialism is the doctrine that 
the return of Christ will take place 
before the millennium. 

Amillennialism is the doctrine that 
there never will be a millennial period 
of blessedness on this earth. 

“Millennium” is simply the Latin for 
“thousand years” as that term is used 
in the twentieth chapter of Revelation. 
It is generally agreed that the millen- 
nium of Revelation twenty is the same 
as the period of Messianic blessedness 
predicted in certain Old Testament 
prophecies. Postmillennialists and pre- 
millennialists agree that there will be a 
literal period of history on this earth 
in which millennial conditions will pre- 
vail everywhere. Amillennialists deny 
any such period in the history of this 
world, and seek to find the fulfillment 
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of millennial prophecies in more limited 
horizons. 

“Chiliasm” is the Greek form of the 
word “millennium.” Boettner is in er- 
ror (p. 5) in stating that chiliasm is 
the same as premillennialism. The so- 
«called “Fifth Monarchy Men” were chil- 
iasts who believed that in the common- 
wealth established under Cromwell in 
the middle of the seventeenth century 
they were then and there establishing 
the eternal kingdom which (omitting 
the kingdom of the “horns of the 
beast”) they counted as the fifth mon- 
archy in the seventh chapter of Daniel. 
They later broke with Cromwell, feel- 
ing that he did not go far enough. 
Some of the Fifth Monarchy Men in 
the colonies felt that in America they 
were establishing the Kingdom of God. 

The fifth monarchy movement in its 
entirety was postmillennial chiliasm. 
Their views were similar to those con- 
demned in Article XVII of the Augs- 
burg Confession: “. . . the Anabaptists 

. others also, who now scatter Jewish 
opinions, that, before the resurrection 
of the dead, the godly shall occupy the 
kingdom of the world, the wicked be- 
ing everywhere suppressed...” These 
words from the Augsburg Confession 
were doubtless intended to condemn, 
among others, the Miinster Anabaptists, 
whose chiliasm led to immoral excesses. 
They taught that they were, prior to 
the return of Christ, actually estab- 
lishing the millennial kingdom in Miin- 
ster. Similar disorders broke out at 
Zwickau. Philip Schaff in his great 
volume on “The German Reformation” 
(p. 381) says, “We may compare Carl- 
stadt and the Zwickau Prophets with 
the Fifth Monarchy Men in the period 
of the English Commonwealth, who 
were likewise millenarian enthusiasts, 
and attempted, in opposition to Crom- 
well, to set up the ‘Kingdom of Jesus,’ 
or the fifth monarchy of Daniel.” 

Dispensationalism is a term sadly in 
need of definition. The word “dispen- 
sation” is merely a translation of the 
Greek oikonomia, economy, or system 
of administration. 
more obvious than that, according to 
the Bible, there have been different 
systems of administration in God’s gra- 
cious dealings with the sinful race of 
man. The “-ism” however has about as 
many definitions as there are writers on 
the subject. Boettner is definitely in 
error when he says, “Dispensational- 
ism, sometimes looked upon as a fourth 
view, is in reality only a more extended 
form of Premillennialism” (p. 8). And 
he further errs in saying: “There is a 
logical connection between Premillen- 
nialism and Dispensationalism. Most 
of those who take Premillennialism se- 
riously and become enthusiastic about 
it go on to adopt Dispensationalism. 
But, conversely, we believe that most 
of those who become convinced of the 
errors of Dispensationalism will pro- 
ceed to throw Premillennialism over- 
board too” (p. 158). As a matter of 
fact, Boettner is something of a dis- 
pensationalist himself. He teaches: 
“The Old Testament Dispensation was 
the first stage of the process by which 
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God proposed to redeem man from sin 
through a Saviour. . . . It looked for- 
ward to a future atonement and was 
based largely on promises given to the 
patriarchs, the keeping of the law of 
Moses, and on rituals and _ sacrifices 
which had no value in themselves but 
which foretold the coming of the 
Messiah. Through this period 
salvation was limited to God’s chosen 
race, the Israelites, and to individuals 
who wére brought into this group” (p. 
155). He further teaches that God 
“spent 4,000 years bringing man to the 
point of redemption ” @. M8). 

One of the most elaborate dispen- 
sational systems to be found in the 
history of theology is that of Jonathan 
Edwards, a postmil'enarian. Illumina- 
ting material will be found in his “His- 
tory of the Work of Redemption.” See 
especially “Period III From , Christ’s 
Resurrection to the End of the World.” 

The “Covenant Theology” of Johan- 
nes Cocceius (1603-1669) was a form of 
dispensationalism. 

It is not the purpose of the present 
review to enter into dispensational is- 
sues. Although Boettner spends a great 
amount of time on the form of dispen- 
sationalism taught by J. N. Darby, he 
fails to recognize the sharp distinction 
between the doctrine that Christ will 
come to establish a millennial kingdom 
of righteousness, and the doctrine that 
before Christ there was a dispensation 
of “legal obedience as the condition of 
salvation” (Scofield note to John 1:17— 
p. 1115). In this failure, he conspicu- 
ously fails to clarify the vast confused 
mass of materials which have been 
written on the subject of dispensations. 


LITERAL FACTS 


In his chapter on “The Coming of 
Christ” (pp. 248ff.), although he “spir- 
itualizes” some of the passages that, 
in my judgment, literally refer to the 
second coming of Christ, yet Boettner 
takes a clear position on the visible 
glorious return of the Lord. Similarly 
in his chapters, “A Redeemed World 
or Race” (pp. 22ff.), and “The Millen- 
nium” (pp. 290ff.), although there is 
much spiritualizing which seems un- 
justifiable, yet there is a clear argu- 
ment from Scripture to the effect that 
there is to be a literal period of bless- 
edness and millennial righteousness on 
this earth. 

Some years ago I wrote extensively 
on the subject of amillennialism, both 
in articles in THE SunpAy ScHooL TIMEs, 
and in my book “Unfulfilled Proph- 
ecies.” At that time I studied carefully 
the exegesis of Gerhardus Vos. Vos 
established with cogent arguments the 
fact that the Scripture does not allow 
for a millennial period prior to the 
return of Christ. I have had the feel- 
ing that if Vos had gone a step further 
he would have been a premillenarian. 
Boettner does not take serious account 
of Vos’s arguments against the postmil- 
lennial view. Vos is quoted only once 
(p. 268), if my memory serves me cor- 
rectly, and this quotation does not in- 
clude anything of Vos’s material against 
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postmillennialism. Vos is listed and 
referred to as “one of the most capable 
exegetes that the church has produced,” 
but Boettner has signally failed to deal 
with the most profound and scholarly 
amillennial arguments against the post- 
millennial view. 

On the other hand, Boettner has 
definitely succeeded in setting forth 
arguments from the Scripture showing 
that there is to be a period of millen- 
nial blessedness on this earth. Much 
more might be said, but Boettner’s pres- 
entation is sufficiently clear. It is my 
feeling that if Boettner would read Vos, 
and if the amillennialists would read 
Boettner, the one would be convinced 
that the millennium does not come be- 
fore the Lord’s return, and the other 
ought to be convinced that there is to 
be an historical period of millennial 
blessedness. 

(To be continued) 


s 


The 1959 Alaska Tour 


HE Sunpay Scuoot Tres has ar- 

ranged to sponsor another annual 
tour through the Alaska Inland Water- 
ways next summer. This will be the 
twentieth tour to this land of majestic 
scenes and splendor. It is planned to 
start the tour from Chicago on July 1, 
returning thereto on July 26. The trip 
includes overnight stops at Banff and 
Lake Louise in the scenic Canadian 
Rockies on the way out; and the party 
returns via Seattle, with two days and 
two nights at Mt. Rainier and Portland, 
and a day and night at Mt. Hood. An 
unusual arrangement is the spending of 
two days and two nights at the mag- 
nificent Empress Hotel in the charming 
city of Victoria, B.C. 

The outstanding feature of the tour 
is the cruise on the S.S. Princess Louise 
of the Canadian Pacific Line from July 
6 to July 16, through the Inland Passage, 
with stops at Prince Rupert, Ketchikan, 
Juneau, and Skagway. Also, there will 
be an all-day trip out from Skagway 
on a narrow-gauge railroad through 
breath-taking, snow-capped mountains 
to Lake Bennett and on to Carcross in 
the Yukon. On board ship there will 
be daily devotions before breakfast. 

Mr. Harry J. Jaeger,''Executive Vice- 
President and Secretary of the Times, 
and Mrs. Jaeger will accompany the 
party throughout the entire trip. There 
will be available soon an illustrated 
folder giving all details. Mail a card 
to Mr. Jaeger requesting the folder and 
it will be sent to you as soon as it is 
ready. 


A Tour to Hawanu Is PLANNED ALSO 


Many readers are interested in a tour 
to the Hawaiian Islands. Two such 
tours have already been taken, and 
plans are being made to conduct the 
third tour to Hawaii next year from 
October 17 to November 11, out from 
and returning to Chicago. The party 
will fly to Hawaii from Seattle, and 
return to Los Angeles on the S.S. Lur- 
line of the Matson Line. Details of 


(5) 853 


this tour will be given in an attractive 
folder and a card to Mr. Jaeger will. 
bring this to you as soon as it is ready. 
For those who can take a fall vacation, 
this will prove to be a most unusual 
and happy experience. Mr. and Mrs. 
Jaeger will accompany this tour also. 


-S 


Dr. J. B. Rowell 
Available for Meetings 


T THE end of October, Dr. J. B. 
Rowell retired from the pastorate 
of the Central Baptist Church in Vic- 
toria, B. C., which he had served for 
thirty-one years. He is well known to 
Sunpay ScuHoot Trmes readers through 
his many articles in these columns, the 
most recent being his series of four on 
prayers for the dead (Sept.) and one 
on transubstantiation (Oct. 4). ' 
Dr. Rowell has recently given lectures 
in the Los Angeles Baptist College and 
Seminary, has led several chapel periods 
at the Bible Institute of Los Angeles, 
and has conducted Bible conferences 
in churches in the same area. He has 
engagements in Portland, Oreg., early 
in November, including a week’s lec- 
tures in the Multnomah School of the 
Bible. He is to speak at the Church of 
the Open Door, Los Angeles, on Sunday 
afternoon, November 16, on the inter- 
esting question, “What are the dangers 
to this nation involvéd in having a Ro- 
man Catholic president?—facts every 
American should know.” 

Dr. Rowell is especially gifted in 
exposing the fallacies of Romanism, 
Jehovah’s Witnesses, and other false 
teachings. Pastors and others who 
would like to arrange meetings with 
him may write him, care of Seminary 
office, 560 S. St. Louis St., Los Angeles. 


s 


The Sunday School Times 
Lesson List for 1959 


AVE you discovered what a valu- 

able tool THe Sunpay ScHoo. Times 
International Uniforni Lesson List can 
be in your class or school? The list of 
1959 lessons is now ready. Many super- 
intendents and teachers have found in 
other years that these lists in the hands 
of each pupil can be a real encourage- 
ment toward lesson preparation at 
home. When used in the regular Sun- 
day school sessions instead of lesson 
leaflets, they may stimulate pupils to 
use the Bible itself rather than printed 
excerpts from it. Some superintendents 
find the list convenient to hand to sub- 
stitute teachers as a guide for their les- 
son preparation. 

The 1959 Lesson List is once again 
offered in convenient, pocket-size form. 
It lists all the International Uniform 
Lessons in the year in chronoldgical or- 
der. Over-all lesson titles are, given, 
with the Scripture references and Gol- 
den Texts and devotional readings. 
Specific topics for the various depart- 
ments of the Sunday school are also 

(Continued on page 868) 
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Browsing in the Bookshop 


Worth-while helps for Bible study, Christian biography, child training, 
missionary inspiration, prophecy, and the daily walk 


The Amplified New Testamenf.—Pre- 
pared by an editorial board under the 
direction of Dewey Lockman of the 
Lockman Foundation, La Habra, Calif. 
(Zondervan Pub. House, ‘Grand Rapids 
6, Mich., $3.95.) Any new translation 
and especially one based on “the deep 
conviction that the whole of the Word 
of God was originally verbally inspired 
and infallible” rightly commands in- 
terest and attention. Translations of 
the New Testament are usually made 
on the principle that only one—the 
best—expression should be used to 
translate a given Greek term. “The 
Amplified New Testament,” however, is 
built on the premise that, since shades 
of meaning are often lost by selecting 
a single expression, even though it be 
the best, the inclusion of several ex- 
pressions for a given Greek term will 
give the reader an understanding he 
could not otherwise have. This has 
been done by an editorial committee, 
the secretary of which alone is named, 
sponsored by the Lockman Foundation 
of California. This purpose to amplify 
the meaning of the Greek text is ac- 
complished: by two means—the use of 
several English synonyms for a given 
Greek word, and the inclusion in the 
text of interpretive phrases. These are 
clearly marked by thé use of paren- 
theses, dashes, and brackets. The trans- 
lators have also chosen to use “you” 
and “your” instead of “thee” and its 
various forms, and to omit all quotation 
marks in direct discourse. 

The result is to be commended highly. 
Undoubtedly this translation will be of 
great assistance to the English reader 
because it conveniently gives, as a part 
of the text, synonyms that one could 
find only by exhaustive use of a diction- 
ary. For instance, the last part of 
Philippians 4:8, which in the Author- 
ized Version is translated “think on 
these things,” reads, “Think on and 
weigh and take account of these things 
—fix your minds on them.” The trans- 
lation of 2 Peter 1:5-7 is another good 
example: “For this very reason, adding 
your diligence [to the divine promises], 
employ every effort in exercising your 
faith to develop virtue (excellence, res- 
olution, Christian energy); and in [ex- 
ercising) virtue [develop] knowledge 
(intelligence), And in_ [exercising] 
knowledge [develop] self-control; and 
in [exercising] self-control [develop] 
steadfastness (patience, endurance), and 
in [exercising] steadfastness [develop] 
godliness (piety), And in [exercising] 
brotherly affection [develop] Christian 
love.” Further, most of the “justified 
clarifying words or comments” (the ex- 
pression used in the preface for the 
interpretative inclusions) are extremely 
helpful. Fer instance, Acts 16:31 is 
translated: “Believe in and on the Lord 
Jesus Chri$t ... and you will be saved; 





Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 








[and this applies both to] you and ,your 
household as well.” In a few instances, 
however, one might take issue with 
these interpolations (which are always 
clearly marked off with brackets). For 
instance, verse 7 of Romans 6, a chap- 
ter that teaches freedom from the 
power of sin in the believer’s life, 
reads: “For when a man dies he is 
freed—acquitted, absolved—from [the 
guilt of] sin [among men].” 

The amplification, then, is mostly in 
relation to the meaning of words and 
phrases, and the supporting sources 
used are named in footnotes and are 
standard and reliable. Less attention, 
however, is given to amplifying the 
shades of meaning of Greek verb tenses. 
In some places (such as Rom. 3:23 and 
12:1), this has been done, but in others 
(such as Rom. 6:13 and 1 Cor. 15:3, 4) 
it has been omitted. 

Comparisons of ,translations are dif- 
ficult, for what may suit one may be 
of little use to another. However, the 
prospective purchaser of “The Ampli- 
fied New Testament” might do well to 
compare Williams’ translation and 
“Wuest’s Expanded Translation” with 
it. Its compact size is highly desirable. 
Some of the twelve blank pages for 
notes at the end might well have been 
used for maps. 


The New Covenant Israel. By Wil- 
liam E. Cox. (May be.had from the 
author, 115 Pennsylvania Ave., North 
Wales, Pa., $1, paper, revised edition.) 
Although the words “amillennial” and 
“amillennialism” are not used in this 
booklet of seventy-two pages, the au- 
thor attempts to give a convincing 
statement of the amillennial position in 
popular form. The booklet will be of 
value for those who wish a brief state- 
ment of this viewpoint. 

However, for a very thorough refuta- 
tion of the numerous and serious errors 
of this theological position, we strongly 
recommend the book “Things To Come,” 
by Dr. J. Dwight Pentecost, a review of 
which follows. 

Mr. Cox, like other amillennialists, 
strongly dislikes the writings of John 
Nelson Darby and of Dr. C. I. Scofield. 
He calls dispensational premillennial- 
ists “futurists,” and himself and his 
kind “preterists,” and writes: “The fact 
of the matter ‘is, however, that the 
preterists have the more orthodox 
(closer to the source) view, while the 
futurist view as a systematic concept is 





kingdom as the premillennialist teaches, 


of every recent origin” (p.11). This isa 
strange definition of “orthodoxy” (closer 
to the source). But it is a mystery how, 
even on this basis, Mr. Cox can claim 
that the preterist view is “more ortho- 
dox.” , 

Many writers have pointed out that 
the literal method of Bible interpreta- 
tion was the rule in the time of Christ 
and the apostles, and the so-called 
“spiritual” or allegorical method of in- 
terpretation of the Scriptures, and of 
prophecy in particular, only arose with 
Origen (A.D. 185-254) and later writers. 
The literal method of interpretation of 
prophecy leads inevitably to premillen- 
nialism, as the ablest amillennialists ad- 
mit. Dr. Pentecost quotes many sources 
in support of these statements. Con- 
sequently, premillennialism was the 
rule in the first two centuries of Church 
History. Yet Cox writes (p. 11) of the 
futurist position: “this view originated 
with John Darby, a Plymouth Brethren, 
in 1830.” 

Dr. Arnold D. Ehlert has written a 
“Bibliography of Dispensationalism” 
(Bibliotheca Sacra, Dallas, Numbers 
401-409), in which he lists the writers 
down through the ages who held to a 
dispensational view. In addition to the 
Church Fathers, Clement of Alexandria, 
Theodoret, and Augustine of Hippo, Dr. 
Ehlert lists fifteen writers in the post- 
Reformation. period, A.D. 1625-1825, 
hence before the time when Darby is 
supposed to have “invented” dispensa- 
tionalism, which Mr. Cox is pleased to 
call “ultra dispensational” (p. 4). 

In his conclusion, Cox writes of futur- 
ism, which he insists “is only a com- 
paratively young teaching,” as having 
“failed to stand the test of close scru- 
tiny in the light of the Scriptures, and 
that consequently it is on its way out” 
(p. 70). If Mr. Cox takes the trouble to 
read the 583 pages of Dr. Pentecost’s 
scholarly work, he may change his 
mind. If not, he will finally be con- 
vinced of his errors by the events of 
the rapture of the Church and by the 
Millennium. 


Things To Come. By J. Dwight Pente- 
cost, Th.D. (Dunham Pub. Co., Findlay, 
Ohio, $7.95.) Many books have ap- 
peared in recent years setting forth the 
amillennial and premillennial views of 
prophecy, and various divisions within 
the premillennial camp; viz., the views 
that the Rapture is pre-, post-, or mid- 
Tribulation. It is a real cause for 
thankfulness to God that a thorough 
and scholarly work has at last appeared, 
covering the whole field of eschatology, 
ie., the study of prophecy, from the 
standpoint of the infallibility and the 
inerrancy of Scripture. Since the “basic 
difference between . . . an amillennialist 
and a premillennialist is not whether 
the Scriptures teach such an earthly 
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but how the Scriptures that teach just 
such an earthly kingdom are to be. in- 
terpreted” (p. 2), Dr. Pentecost rightly 
devotes the opening chapters of his 
work to the methods of interpretation 
of the Bible, the history of its inter- 
pretation, the laws or principles of in- 
terpretation, and to the interpretation 
of prophecy in _ particular. Those 
readers who are already thoroughly 
convinced that the literal method of 
interpretation of Scripture, including its 
prophecies, is the only correct one, can 
pass over these four opening chapters, 
and go on to the study of prophecy it- 
self. However, in such a thorough dis- 
cussion of the whole field of prophecy 
as this volume presents, this study of 
the vital and basic question of inter- 
pretation could not be omitted. 
readers will do wel: to give close at- 
tention to the fourth chapter on the in- 
terpretation of prophecy, even though 
they may be in full accord with the 
author as to the principles involved. 

The second section of “Things To 
Come” is devoted to the Biblical cove- 
nants, and especially the Abrahamic, Pal- 
estinian, Davidic and New covenants. 
Dr. Pentecost rightly states. at the _out- 
set: “God’s eschatological program is 
determined and prescribed by these 
covenants, and one’s eschatological sys- 
tem is determined and limited by the 
interpretation of them” (p. 65). He 
adds that “the Biblical covenants are 
quite different from the _ theological 
covenants posited by the covenant theo- 
logian.” These Biblical covenants are 
familiar to the student of the Scofield 
Reference Bible, but he will be greatly 
enriched and enlightened by this 
thorough treatment of this basic ma- 
terial. 

The third section of the book deals 
with prophecies of the present age, in- 
cluding the course of the age, and a 
thorough treatment of the various views 
regarding the time of the Rapture. 

In his fourth section, the author 
handles the prophecies of the Tribula- 
tion period, including the relation to 
the Tribulation of the Church, the Holy 
Spirit, Israel, and the Gentiles. The 
campaign (rather than the “battle”) of 
Armageddon also receives a chapter in 
this section. 

In the fifth section, the question 
of the second advent of Christ is 
thoroughly treated, and in the sixth, 
the whole doctrine of the millennium, 
while the book fittingly closes with a 
Seventh section on the eternal state of 
both saved and lost, including a full 
chapter on the New Jerusalem. There 
are fourteen pages of bibliography, a 
full subject. index, and twenty-three 
pages of Scripture index. The author 
has not merely drawn on all the avail- 
able sources for his treatment of the 
Subject, but he has given some very 
valuable original material. The book, 
in the very nature of the case, is not 
light reading; but anyone wishing to 
make a thorough study of the field of 
Bible prophecy cannot afford to be 
without it. Even those who may dis- 
agree with Dr. Pentecost on some 
matters (and there are disagreements 
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among the best Bible scholars on some 
details of, prophecy), must agree that 
the author is to be commended for do- 
ing a very solid and logical, as well as 
Biblical and scholarly, piece of work. 


Recent Developments in Roman Cath- 
olic Thought. By G. C. Berkouwer. 
(Wm B. Eerdmans Pub. Co. Grand 
Rapids 3, Mich., $1.50.) This latest ad- 
dition to the Pathway Books analyzes 
first Rome’s claim to unchangeability, 
as expressed in the concept of ex ca- 
thedra; and then certain developments 
within that church, as illustrated by a 
new appraisal of Luther and by the 
“new theology” of Bouillard, de Lubac, 
and others. He detects a tension be- 
tween the Romish claim to infallibility 
and the changes that are even now ap- 
pearing. The late Pope was concerned: 
his encyclical of 1950 warned against 
conciliation, but he was not specific 
enough to silence the voices that are 
calling for a change. Our author be- 
lieves that the Bible is the cause of this 
tension. \“. . . a church which comes 
under the influence of the sovereign 
Word must begin to move.” And the 
cause of this new influence, says Ber- 


“*kouwer, is the continuing spirit of the 


Reformation. There is a word here for 
the Reformation churches—not to pro- 
test merely, but positively to proclaim 
the Gospel as the answer to the needs 
of men today. The volume should be 
widely read by those who want to have 
an intelligent appreciation of the pres- 
ent-day ecclesiastical scene. 


60 Short Talks for Superintendents 
and Youth Leaders. By J. Vernon 
Jacobs. (Standard Pub. Foundation, 
Cincinnati 31; $1.50, glossy cover.) It 
would be difficult to imagirie a book 
more attractive and helpful than this 
one, full of bright, brief stories, inci- 
dents, historic facts, and bits of wisdom. 
They are so arranged that four or five 
are suitable for each month of the year, 
with particular ones for “special days.” 
They are not Bible studies, but the 
teaching and atmosphere are true to 
Scripture and are suitable for church 
and Sunday school, or:any Christian 
social gatherings. The printing and ar- 
rangement are admirable. 


Persuaded To Live. By Robert O. 
Ferm, Th.D. (Fleming H. Revell Co., 
Westwood, N. J., $2.50.) One of the im- 
pressive features of the Billy Graham 
meetings is the procession of people 
walking quietly forward at his serious 
invitation to receive Christ. Dr. Ferm, 
Dean of Students and Professor of His- 
tory at Houghton College, has inter- 
viewed large numbers of them at home 
and abroad and gives their stories in 
this intensely interesting volume. 
are the heart-warming testimonies of a 
reporter, of former alcoholics, of actors 
and actresses, of morally upright peo- 
ple who had always gone to church and 
Sunday school and thought they were 
all right, of keen businessmen and bus- 
inesswomen, of teen-agers who had gone 
to the depths of sin, and of old folks 
who had no more hope for life or 
eternity. Dr. Ferm lets them speak for 
themselves, so the experiences take on 
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life and color. Often it was just a sen- 
tence or two of Billy’s that opened their 
eyes, and again and again they tell how 
his use of the Bible pierced their hearts. 
The first chapter contains a sermon on 
“The Offense of the Cross” given by Dr. 
Graham at the New York Crusade, and 
in the last chapter Dr. Ferm discusses 
six lessons to be learned from the ex- 
perience of the converts. While sta- 
tistics are given relating to the London, 
Scottish, and New York campaigns, yet 
this is a collection of gripping, true 
stories which show convincingly that 
the Gospel is indeed “the power of God 
unto salvation to every one that be- 
lieveth.” 

Lengthened Cords. By Ethel Wallis. 
(Wycliffe Bible Translators, In¢c., Box 
870, Glendale 5, Calif.; cloth, $2.50; pa- 
per, $1.50.) This story of Dawson Trot- 
man is an inspiring epic in the annals 
of missions. He has well been referred 
to as a “disciplined spiritual athlete,” 
whose consecrated missionary endeavor 
has reached well round the world, not 
only as founder of The Navigators but 
also in his activities in the Wycliffe 
Bible Translators. He was instrumental 
in helping to reach hitherto unreached 
tribes in ten countries of the world, 
especially in Mexico and South Amer- 
ica. Associated with him are a host of 
valiant servants of the Lord—heroic, 
eonsecrated, soul-winning missionaries. 
It is thrilling to read of the 2,000 Tzeltal 
Indian believers who have left the evils 
of witchcraft and become devoted fol- 
lowers of Christ. With the Wycliffe 
Bible Translators, Dawson Trotman’s 
great desire was to translate the Bible 
into the language of every tribe and 
nation. There are 500 languages still 
needing translators! Several pages of 
photographs add greatly to the interest 
of the book. 

Introduction to Christian Education. 
By Peter P. Person. (Baker Book 
House, Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $3.75). 
The author intends this volume as a 
textbook for uSe in college freshman or 
sophomore classes. He considers it con- 
servative and evangelical, “without be- 
ing antagonistic towards more liberal 
educational philosophies’ and pedagogi- 
cal patterns.” He wants it to be inter- 
denominational rather than nondenom- 
inational. The purpose is accomplished 
in a review of most of the educational 
enterprises of the church. The author 
knows his field and is acquainted with 
its literature. His book is well con- 
structed and reads easily. However, 
to state the purpose is also to reveal 
the weakness. The author aims to serve 
too large a reading public, and so does 
not resolve many of the problems that 
he raises. While recognizing the need 
for theology and a Christian philosophy 
in education, he does not spell out the 
principles that govern real Christian 
education. 

Abraham to the Middle-East Crisis. 
By G. Frederick Owen. (Eerdmans 
Pub. Co. Grand Rapids 3, Mich., 
$5.95.) Dr. Owen -has traveled in the 
Near East and he wrote his Ph.D. thesis 
on a survey of education in Palestine. 

(Continued on page 865) 
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LESSON 10. DECEMBER 7. JESUS’ MATCHLESS POWER 
(Temperance) 


‘ 


Mark 4:35 to 5:43; printed text, 5:1-13 


Golden Text.—Go home to thy friends, and tell them how great things the Lord hath done for thee.—Mark 5:19 


THE Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Mark 5:1 And they came over unto the other side of the 
sea, into the country of the Gadarenes. 

2 And when he was come out of the ship, immediately 
there met him out of the tombs a man with an unclean spirit, 

3 Who had his dwelling among the tombs; and no man 
could bind him, no, not with chains: 

4 Because that he had been often bound with fetters and 
chains, and the chains had been plucked asunder by him, and 
the fetters broken in pieces: neither could any man tame 
him. 

5 And always, night and day, he was in the mountains, and 
in the tombs, crying, and cutting himself with stones. 

6 But when he saw Jesus afar off, he ran and worshipped 


8 For he said unto him, Come out of the man, thou unclean 
spirit. 

9 And he asked him, What is thy name? And he answered, 
saying, My name is Legion: for we are many. ‘ 

10 And he besought him much that he would not send 
them away out of the country. 

11 Now there was there nigh unto the mountains a gre:t 
herd of swine feeding. 

12 /And all the devils besought him, saying, Send us into 
the swine, that we may enter into them. 

13 And forthwith Jesus gave them leave. And the unclean 
spirits went out, and entered into the swine: and the herd 


him, 


7 And cried with a loud voice, and said, What have I to do 
with thee, Jesus, thou Son of the most high God? 


thee by God, that thou torment me not. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 
ee LL hail the power of Jesus 
name.” 

Our lesson reveals the im- 
mensity of Christ’s power and the scope 
of its application. No mere man could 
possibly have performed the miracles 
here described. Only the Lord of crea- 
tion and destiny could have acted with 
such omnipotence. 

Note the four areas in which His 
amazing deeds were done. 


First,. disturbances of nature were 
calmed at the Saviour’s command 
(Mark 4:39). Raging billows were 


swiftly hushed when the Master spoke. 
And why not? Christ is the divine 
Creator. “All things were made by 
him...” (John 1:3). He is also the 
divine preserver, “upholding all things 
by the word of his power .. .” (Heb. 
1:3). Little wonder that at His behest 
the, storm on Galilee subsided. 

Second, demons could not withstand 
the Son of God. He drove them out 
from wretched, tormented men (Mark 
5:8). Demons are the Devil’s assistants 
in the carrying out of his nefarious 


schemes. Satan’s ultimate fate is sure 
(see Gen. 3:15 and Rev. 20:10). He is 
no match for the Lord Jesus (Matt. 


4:1-11). Then how could his emissaries 
dare to defy the Saviour’s voice? 

Third, disease was conquered by 
Christ (Mark 5:24-34). He who created 
man, breathed life into his body, and 
caused blood to flow through his veins 
and arteries exercised His matchless 
power in controlling a hapless woman’s 
circulation which had gone awry. 

Fourth, death, the gruesome specter 
which frightens so many people who 
have not yet learned to trust the Sav- 


ran violently down a steep place into the sea, (they were 
about two thousand;) and were choked in the sea. 
I adjure Lessons based on International Sunday School: Lessons; the International 
Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education, 
Ss Ss s Ss 
iour, was banished when He spoke the odound with fetters and chains .. . the 


word (Mark 5:41, 42). *He who is “the 
resurrection, and the life” (John 11: 
25), who later shattered the bonds of 
the tomb and was raised from death, 
and who became “the firstfruits of them 
that slept” (1 Cor. 15:20), touched a 
dead damsel’s hand. And at the touch 
of His almighty hand she was restored 
to life. 

No mere prophet who ever lived ‘ex- 
hibited such astounding power. For no 
other prophet was the wonder-working 
Son of God. 


Verse by Verse 

Mark 5:1.—“And they came over unto 
the other side of the sea, into the coun- 
try of the Gadarenes.” Our Lord and 
His disciples crossed the Sea of Galilee 
to the town of Gadara, near the east- 
ern edge of the sea about five miles 
southeast of the point where the Jordan 
River empties into Galilee. The region 
was desolate and dotted with tombs. 

Verse 2.—“... . immediately there met 
him out of the tombs a man with an un- 
clean spirit.” The demoniac had doubt- 
less heard of the Saviour’s miracles. 
It is as though the demons who dwelt in 
him were strangely drawn to a terrify- 
ing encounter with the Son of God, 
whose commands they were powerless 
to resist. The one man Mark mentions 
was probably the more prominent of 
the two reported by Matthew (8:28) as 
meeting Christ. 

Verse 3—“Who had his dwelling 
among the tombs .. . no man could bind 
him ...” The demoniac lived in the 
atmosphere of death and decay because 
(1) men would not tolerate him in the 
town; (2) a morbid fascination lured 
him to the place. Diabolical forces 
held him in their pitiless grip. 

Verse 4.—“. he had been often 


chains had been plucked asunder .. . 
the fetters broken .. .” Fetters and 
chains suggest the variety of material 
and methods used to restrain him. 
Neither rope nor metal availed; neither 
tied hands nor feet chained to a stake 
driven into the ground could keep 
him under control. Demons are more 
shrewd and powerful than men. 

Verse’ 5.—“Always, night and day... 
in the mountains, and . . . tombs, crying, 
and cutting himself ...” His unearthly 
shrieks echoed ceaselessly across the 
hillsides. The ruthless demons were not 
content to drive him to madness. They 
prompted him to lacerate his flesh with 
stones. 

Verse 6—“When he saw Jesus afar 
off, he ran and worshipped him.” The 
Greek word for “worship” implies that 
the demoniac prostrated himself before 
Christ, reverently touching the ground 
with his forehead. The very presence 
of the demons intensified his apprecia- 
tion of the Saviour’s identity as the 
Son of God. 

Verse 7.—“And cried . .. and said, 
What have I to do with thee, Jesus, 
thou Son of the most high God? I 
adjure thee by God .. . torment me 
not.” Here a strange identification of 
the man with the demons is seen. The 
enemy has captured and taken over the 
citadels of the man’s personality. The 
man addresses Christ, but the demons 
frame the words! Two mutually ex- 
clusive forces meet; the demons and 
the Son of God have nothing in com- 
mon. The evil spirits’ blasphemous use 
of the formula of exorcism (“I adjure 
thee by God”) is a vain attempt to keep 
Christ from driving them out. 

Verse 8—“For he said unto him, 
Come out of the man...” Apparently 
Christ’s command to the spirits to leave 
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Lesson for December 7 


the man was interrupted by the demon’s 
ery described in verse 7. 

Verse 9.—‘He asked him, What is thy 
name? And he answered, saying, My 
name is Legion ... we are many.” The 
demons, speaking through the man, de- 
clare that they are numerous. A Ro- 
man legion had 6,000 men. No wonder 
the miserable creature seemed hope- 
lessly deranged. 

Verse 10.—“He besought him . . . that 
he would not send them away out of 


the country.” Note the use of “he” 
and “them.” The weird identification 
of man with demons continues. The 


lonely, dismal nature of the terrain ap- 
pealed to the evil spirits. Luke's words 
are interesting. The demons did not 
wish to be consigned to the “deep” 
(Luke 8:31), ie., abyss of Hades. 
Christ’s power to do exactly this is 
recognized. 

Verse 11—‘“There was there ...a 
great herd of swine feeding.” The ani- 
mals were intended as food either for 
lawless Jews who disregarded prohibi- 
tions concerning the eating of pork, or 
for Gentiles who cared nothing for He- 
brew regulations. 

\ Verse 12—“All the devils besought 
him ... Send us into the swine...” The 
wicked spirits sought a home congenial 
to their bestial nature. Perhaps their 
intentions were to destroy the herd 
and thus to cause trouble for Christ. 


Verse 13.—“Jesus gave them leave ... 
the unclean spirits entered into 
the swine .. . the herd ran violently 
down a steep place into the sea... 
about two thousand ... were choked 
in the sea.” The herd did not crash 
over a cliff, but tumbled headlong in 
mad confusion down a steep mountain- 
side, panicked, crowded into the waters, 
and perished. Our Lord granted this 
permission possibly because the traffic 
in swine was illegal, possibly to illus- 
trate graphically the true nature and 
appropriate habitat of demons, and pos- 
sibly to emphasize in a visible way the 
fact that the host of demons had 
actually left the man in whom they once 
dwelt. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

The power Christ showed in the days 
of His flesh is available today. If dis- 
turbances of nature, demons, disease, 
and death yielded to His sovereign 
control, so may drink, debauchery, and 
their consequent despair. 

The casting out of the legion of de- 
mons is a perfect illustration of the 
Saviour’s present continuing ability to 
deal with the devastating power of in- 
temperance. The parallel is close and 
appropriate. 

Before the Lord Jesus delivered him, 
the poor wretch was miserable. The 
tombs amid which he dwelt (Mark 5:2, 
3) suggest a drunkard’s ghastly mental 
atmosphere. The fetters and chains 
(v. 4) speak’ eloquently of the futility 
of human efforts to restrain the diabol- 
ical appeal of appetite. The continu- 
ous, piercing cries (v. 5) reveal the 
man’s pitiable plight. The cutting of 
himself (v. 5) indicates the personal 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


9. November 30. ne by 
Parables. .... 


Next Week’s Lesson 


11. December 14.—Jesus Shares His 
Ministry. ‘ ..Mark 6:6b- 43, 30-44 


..Mark 4:1-34 








harm wrought by intemperance. The 
total ghoulish scene before the Saviour 
came is one of horror, helplessness, and 
defeat. 

But then the Saviour appeared and 
all was changed. 

The human will may not be powerful 
enough without divine aid to break the 
habit of drink. The devices of the 
Devil to defeat and ensnare his victims 
are still “legion.” But our Lord is 
willing and able to assist those who 
cast themselves upon. Him. The de- 
mons recognized the Son of God (v. 7) 
and obeyed Him, even though His word 
drove them into a herd of swine. So 
today Christ’s commands are irresisti- 
ble. The foulest drunkard who comes 
to the end of his rope and cries out to 
the Saviour for aid will not appeal in 
vain. 

If this is true of drink, it is equally 
true of any habit or disposition that 
dishonors God and holds men in its 
vicious, fiendish grip. The secret of 
deliverance from any besetting sin is a 
thorough yieldedness of the will to 
Christ, the mightly conqueror. On the 
cross He freed His people from the guilt 
and penalty of sin. Today He emanci- 
pates His people who truly surrender 
to Him from any evil force that en- 
snares them. 


Topics for Development 

Christ’s Two Natures. When the 
mighty storm smote the waters of Gali- 
lee our Lord was “asleep on a pillow” 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


AME the four spheres in which 
Christ performed miracles. 

2. What does the stilling of the storm 
reveal’ about the Saviour? 

3. How do you know that the de- 
moniac was strong and wild? 

4. What change was wrought in the 
possessed man after the demons were 
cast out? 

5. The people were probably afraid 
of the wild man before the miracle; 
why do you think they were afraid 
after it? (Mark 5:15.) 

6. Contrast the effect of the “many 
physicians” (Mark 5:26) with Christ’s 
effect upon the ill woman. 

7. What made the woman well? 

8. What proof have we that Jairus’s 
daughter was restored to life? 

9. How can we believe that our Lord 
really performed miracles? 

10. How should the case of the healed 
demoniac encourage people today who 
are in bondage to sin? 

(Answers on page 862) 
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(Mark 4:38). He was perfect man, sub- 
ject to weariness, pain, suffering, sor- 
row, and death. As man, He was “in 
all points tempted like as we are, yet 
without sin” (Heb. 4:15). When He 
left the bosom of the Father and “took 
upon him the form of a servant” (Phil. 
2:7), He “took not on him the nature of 
angels” (Heb. 2:16), but of men. What 
majestic condescension! 

But when the terrified disciples 
awoke Him, He soon demonstrated His 
deity. He is perfect God. With the 
voice of divine omnipotence He re- 
buked the elements. The wind sub- 
sided, the waves ceased their raging, a 
hush fell upon the troubled waters. 
Their Master had spoken with authority 
and they obeyed. 

The two natures of our Lord—His 
humanity and deity—are seen repeat- 
edly in the Gospels. As man He wept 
at Lazarus’ tomb; as God He raised 
him from the dead (John 11:35, 43, 44). 
As man He endured excruciating pain 
on the cross; as God he shattered the 
power of the grave and arose trium- 
phantly from the dead. 

His two natures coexisted without 
mixture, fusion, or confusion. This is 
a great but beautiful mystery which 
we shall fully understand when we get 
to Heaven. But in the meantime what 
joy it brings to the hearts of God’s 
saints to know that their dear Saviour 
is indeed the almighty Son of .God! 


From Death to _ Life. Jairus’s 
daughter was really raised from the 
dead (Mark 5:42). This was a stupen- 
dous miracle in the physical realm. We 
believe it, for we know that Christ is 
divine. But the Lord Jesus continues 
to raise believers from death to life. 

Man is by nature “dead in trespasses 
and sins” (study Eph. 2:1). He is a 
walking corpse, unable to save himself, 
a source of sorrow to his believing 
loved ones. But the power of Christ 
can bring him to life. No matter how 
far from God he has strayed, the Sav- 
iour can breathe eternal life into his 
soul. Saving faith is the condition— 
a warm, vital, positive response of the 
heart to the person and atoning work 
of Christ. And those who are raised 
from spiritual death to life will never 
be compelled to experience the anguish 
of “the second death” (Rev. 20:6, 14, 15), 
eternal separation from God in the tor- 
ment of “the lake of fire.” 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. The need of Christ’s power 
4: 37, 38; 5: 2-5, 23-26, 35) 

2. The demonstration of Christ’s power 
(4: 39; 5:8, 29) 

3. The result of Christ’s power 
5:15, 29, 42) 

4. The availability of Christ’s power to- 
day 


Practical Applications 

A radio may be a beautiful instru- 
ment. But its music will not delight 
the heart until it is turned on and 
tuned in. Christ’s power is available to 
save and keep from sin. But it must 
be personally appropriated by faith and 
applied to our needs. 


(Mark 


(4: 39; 
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How powerful (fetters and chains) 
are the forces that bind men to evil, 
and how numerous (legion). Never 
despair! The eternal Son of.God is 
still omnipotent. He is able to deliver 
the trusting soul from the biting vice 
of any and all sin. ; 

Do you share something of the pity 
of the Lord for men, women, and chil- 
dren in need? Does the heart-rending 
cry of the world’s distress move you to 
action? 

The summons to temperance is based 
upon the will of God for your life. The 
believer’s body is a temple of the Holy 
Spirit (1 Cor. 6:19); it is to be kept pure 
and holy. But an additional incentive 
to temperance is ‘consideration of the 
conscience of weaker brethren who may 
be more susceptible to the Devil’s wiles, 
and who might be led into sin by the 
example of your intemperance (see 
Rom. 14:21). 


Golden Text 


Mark 5:19.—“Go home to thy friends, 
and tell them how great things the 
Lord hath done for thee.” With the 
heart man believeth, but with the 
mouth man confesseth. Christ’s deliv- 
erance from sin is a challenge to a 
ringing personal testimony. But the 
place to begin is sometimes the hardest 
place of all: at home, among dear ones 
who have known us through the years. 

ALTADENA, CALIF. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGGESTED HyMNS 


“What a Wonderful Change in My Life” 
“Would You Be Free From the Burden of Sin?” 
“Pass Me Not” 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Al- 
mighty and ever-loving Lord, we thank 
Thee that Thy power is controlled by 
Thy holy love. We rejoice in .Thy 
power to save people bound by sin and 
Satan. Oh, that all such may be de- 
livered! Use this lesson study to give 
faith and hope in Christ to people need- 
ing Him to set them free. Deliver those 
held slaves to alcohol and other things 
that ruin life. Help us to be concerned 
for such and to pray and strive to bring 
them to Christ. Bless our city missions 
at work with people far down in sin 
and wretchedness and use our overseas 
missionaries and our home missionaries 
in every place, our. Sunday school 
teachers and our pastors also to bring 
Christ to souls in desperate need of Him. 
May Thy mercy be shown to the sick, 
the disabled, the chronically ill, the 
discouraged, and all in any trouble, that 
Thy delivering help may be theirs. And 








Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
mailing, subscription, business, circula- 
tion, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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may we ourselves be newly forgiven 
and cleansed this day and then sent 
out in Thy power to serve Christ and 


souls for whom He died. We ask all in. 


His name. Amen. 


After the Lesson—After our Lord 
healed the Gadarene demoniac, the Sav- 
iour told him to go home and tell what 
great things God had done for him. 
What might he have said about Christ? 

He could have said, “He cleansed me,” 
for the man had been possessed by an 
unclean spirit. Cases of people being 
possessed with demons are ‘rare, but 
always sin in the heart makes us in- 
wardly unclean and that leads to be- 
havior that is wrong. But the same 
Lord who freed the Gadarene from an 
unclean spirit can free us from an un- 
clean state of heart and life. He will 
cleanse us if we will seek Him for it 
and let His Word always abide in us 
and govern us. 

The healed Gadarene could also have 
said of Christ, “He changed me,” for he 
was clothed and in his right mind, no 
more the slave of Satan and dark 
passions. And still, the change that 
follows a true conversion proves the 
power of Christ to save and transform 
a life. “If any man be in Christ,” wrote 
Paul, “he is a new creature [creation]; 
old things are passed away; behold, all 
things are become nerv” (2 Cor. 5:17). 

Rut another thing the healed man 
might have said is, “He captivated me.” 
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To be captivated is to be held captive 
by beauty or excellence and this man 
was so captivated by Christ that he 
wanted always to be in His presence. 
Instead, Christ sent him to his home 
that others might hear of the Saviour, 
and the changed man gladly obeyed. 
And when Christ has: cleansed our 
hearts and changed our lives we, too, 
gladly live to serve Him. 


Catcary, ALTA., CAN. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“. . there met him out of the tombs 
a man with an unclean spirit” (Mark 
5:2). —Technically speaking, there is but 
one Devil—“that old serpent, called... 
Satan” (Rev. 12:9). The “devils” men- 
tioned in the New Testament are more 
“evil” or “unclean 
spirits,” as in this verse. 

Mark states the twofold ministry of 
the Lord Jesus in these words, “He 
preached in their synagogues . . . and 
cast out devils” (1:39). Wherever He 
went He was confronted with the Devil 
personally, or with Satan’s emissaries, 
the evil and unclean spirits. In this 
lesson we are to observe the Lord’s 
matchless power over the latter. 

At the outset, we do well to remind 
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ourselves that spiritism is also a pres- 
ent-day evil. I am in agreement with 
the statement by Dr. G. C. Morgan that 
“the moment the word ‘medium’ is em- 
ployed, the word ‘demonized man’ or 
‘demonized woman’ may be _ substi- 
tuted.” 

Who has not heard missionaries state 
that they find in the world exactly the 
same conditions as ‘those described in 
the New Testament; and also add the 
fact that they find the name and power 
of Christ sufficient for casting out these 
evil spirits, and setting people free? 
(See article entitled, “The Activities of 
Demons” by Dr. Herbert Lockyer, in 
the May 3, 1958, issue of THE Sunpay 
ScHoou TIMEs.) 

“Who had his dwelling among the 
tombs . . .” (Mark 5:3).—This is the 
way Dr. Weymouth describes this 
wretched man’s condition: “This man 
lived among the tombs, nor could any one 
now secure him even with a chain; for 
many a time he had been left securely 
bound in fetters and chains, but after- 
wards the chains lay torn link from 
link, and the fetters in fragments, and 
there was no one strong enough to 
master him. And constantly, day and 
night, he remained among the tombs 
or on the hills, shrieking, and mangling 
himself with sharp stones.” 

Matthew informs us that Legion had 
a companion. But Legion evidently 
“was so much the more notable as to 
cause Mark and Luke to overlook the 
other.” Matthew also adds the expres- 
sion “exceeding fierce, so that no man 
might pass by that way.” And Luke 
informs us that the man was destitute 
of clothing. 

“But when he saw Jesus afar off, he 
ran ...” (Mark 5:6).—The Adversary 
may have felt that he had this miser- 
able man so fortified with the host of 
unclean spirits that he could take the 
initiative and immediately challenge the 
Lord with the words which mean, “What 
have we in common?” 

But the spirits realized and acknowl- 
edged that they were in the presence 
of deity, and therefore of omnipotence. 
His command, “Come out,” must be 
obeyed, so they besought Him for per- 
mission to enter the herd of swine. 

When He granted them Ieave, they 
left the man and entered the swine; 
and the swine ran violently into the 
sea and were choked. 

“And they ...see him... that... had 
the legion, sitting, and clothed, and in 
his right mind . . .” (Mark 5:15).—The 
swineherds fled and related the incident 
in the city and in the country. A crowd 
of curious people came to Jesus and 
saw the demoniac marvelously trans- 
formed. And instead of praising the 
Lord and rejoicing with the changed 
man, they prayed the Lord “to depart 
out of their coasts.” 

The lesson for us is crystal cleat. 
However desperate a person’s condition 
may be and however dire the need, the 
Saviour’s matchless power, love, and 
grace are abundantly able to meet it. 
We must never bid the Saviour to de- 
part from us. It is a tragic mistake to 
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prefer swine—and all they represent— 
to Christ! 


Rabbi, begone! 

Thy powers bring loss to us and ours. 

Our ways are not as Thine. 

Thou lovest men, we—swine. 

O get oe hence, Omnipotence 

And e this fool of Thine! 

His soul? What care we for his soul? 

What good to us that Thou hast made him whole, 
Since we have lost our swine. 


And Christ went sadly. 

He had wrought for them a sign 

Of love and hope and tenderness divine; 

They wanted—swine! 

Christ stands without your door and gently 
knocks; 

But if your gold or swine the entrance blocks, 

He forces no man’s hold—-He will depart, 

And leave you to the treasures of your heart. 

—John Oxenham 

This being the temperance lesson, we 
will mention the following items: 

The -California Highway Patrol ar- 
rested 5,190 motorists for drunken driv- 
ing during the first ive months of 1958. 

Commissioner B. R. Caldwell said 
drunken driving is still a major cause of 
accidents on the highways. Drivers who 
had been drinking were involved in 
one accident every thirty minutes dur- 
ing the first part of the year! 


Wawona, CALIF. 


x 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, once when Hagenback’s 
Performing Animals were showing 

in our town, Benny, an African lion, the 
largest and most ferocious in the troupe, 
became enraged with an attendant 
while feeding. In some manner an iron 
rod in the cage door had become loose, 
and it was necessary to transfer Benny 
to another cage in order to repair it. 
Although such a transfer was ordi- 
narily a simple matter by a trick device 
in the arrangement of the cage, on this 
occasion Benny resisted the combined 
efforts of a half dozen attendants sum- 
moned:to the aid of the keeper, and in 
the fracas lashed himself into a fury 
that made it hazardous to come within 
reach of the beast’s powerful paws. His 
deafening roars were heard a great dis- 
tance away, and all animal creation, 
both man and beast, stood in awe. In- 
deed, there was much concern felt for 
Benny, for it seemed he would inflict 


‘serious injury upon himself against the 


bars of the cage. 

Then Benny’s trainer was sent for: 
Coming suddenly into the circle of at- 
tendants and spectators surrounding the 
cage, the trainer mounted the feeding 
step and spoke quietly to the infuriated 
beast. Instantly the roaring ceased, and 
the king of beasts shrank back into a 
corner. Calmly the trainer continued to 
Speak, gazing steadily into the lion’s 
eyes, and those eyes were fixed upon 
his master. The lion seemed to forget 
everything else, and only his panting 
Sides gave evidence of the storm that 
had raged a few moments before. The 
one who stood before him had been 
Benny’s master and trainer from a cub. 
The lion knew nothing else but to obey 
that voice and that eye. 

An exhibition like that challenges our 
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wonder and admiration, but, fellows, 
suppose you could have stood on the 
Gadarene shore and witnessed the meet- 
ing of Jesus with that raging demoniac 


who came out from the cave in the 


mountainside. The chains which he had 
wrenched apart dangled from his wrists, 
and he was making the air hideous with 
his screams and cries. Read all about it 
in Mark 5:1-20. Mark says he was pos- 
sessed by an unclean spirit that was 
churning up torment in his soul. But 
Jesus calmly looked upon him and said, 
“Come out of the man, thou unclean 
spirit,” and the effect was instantaneous. 
The villagers, who had been terror- 
stricken by this wild man, came out 
and, to their astonishment, saw him 
“sitting, and clothed, and in his right 
mind.” 

Fellows, all of us are sooner or later 
overtaken by a storm of some kind 
which seems to take all the joy out of 
life. It may be a severe shock or some 
cruel disappointment—even while we 
are very young. Here are some lines 
written by a twelve-year-old boy: 

Loud o’er my head though awful thunders roll, 
And vivid lightnings flash from pole to pole, 
Yet "tis Thy voice, my God, that bids them fly, 
Thy arm directs those lightnin, 


Then let the good Thy mighty name revere, 
And hardened sinners Thy just vengeance fear. 


That boy afterward came to be known 
as Sir Walter Scott, the great poet- 
novelist, of Abbotsford, Roxburghshire, 
Scotland. 

Yes, storms sometimes come early in 
life, and it. is a priceless truth to know 
that the same Master of the storm on 
the Sea of Galilee and the storm in the 
breast of the demoniac of Gadara is also 
present at any moment to control and 
silence the storm in a boy’s life. If 
Jesus is the Master of your life voyage, 
you need have no fear of storms, for 
either they cease at His word when you 
look to Him for help, or your ship rides 
through it unharmed. 

Make sure that He is aboard. 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
' x 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Jesus Turned Sorrow Into Joy 
(Mark 5:22-24a, 39-43) 
ERE you, or perhaps one of your 
brothers or sisters, ever very sick? 
Can you remember how you felt, or 
how he or she looked? How anxious 
Mother and Father-were! 

Once a twelve-year-old girl was very, 
very sick. Let Mark tell the story. 
(Read 5:21-24.) On the way a woman 
touched the Lord for healing, and He 
stopped to talk with her. Oh, why 
didn’t He hurry and leave her till later! 
Sad news came from the girl’s home. It 
was too late! (Read v. 35.) But listen 
to the Lord’s words (v. 36). 
what? Believe whom? The Lord had 
cured sick people; could He bring a 
dead person back to life? (Read vv. 
37-43.) 

The Lord did not want everyone com- 
ing to Him to bring dead people back to 
this life. But He did raise the dead 


through the sky. ~ 


Believe © 
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three times: this girl who had just died, 
a young man who was being carried to 
the cemetery (Luke 7:11-15), and Laz- 
arus who had been dead and buried for 
four days (John 11:1-44). Of course, 
they died again later. The Lord gave 
these samples of what He could do 
about death so people would know His 
power and believe His promises of what 
He would do. 

Our Christmas wreath has some se- 
crets to tell. (Teacher, can you have an 
appropriate nativity picture inside the 
circle of a Christmas wreath? Use a 
different manner when you speak for 
the wreath. Have the Scripture refer- 
ences from John printed on little 
wreaths cut from green paper, one for 
each child even though several children 
have the same one. They may be hung 
on the wreath and removed for distri- 
bution. Red berries or cones in the 
wreath will serve as an object lesson 
next week.) Yes, I am a Christmas 
wreath. I am made of fir because we 
fir trees keep green all winter instead of 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 





Hesus’ Matchless Prawer 
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ANTED: A missionary ization in down- 

town Philadelphia needs a typist or stenographer, 

including general office work. This is an opportunity 

for effective Christian service. Pleasant he gS 

air-conditioned offices. Write to Adv. 850, The 

conn School Times, 325 N. 13th Street, Miiledeiphie 
‘a 
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IN 
ISRAEL ? ’ 


With Jews still looking for their Messiah 
you might ask: ‘‘Is there a Christmas in 
Israel???’ 

This little orphan along with other children 
are needy in Israel. All their lives all they 
have known has been suffering. 

Some of the Yemenite Jews in their great 
exodus to Israel were so undernourished 
they. could hardly hold food. They were 
numb from weeks of terror and hope, 

A child of 12 weighed what a youngster of 
four should weigh. This is one of the many 
reasons we are ministering in Israel. God 
has led us to help these little children. We 
believe they are the future missionaries or 
* Christian witnesses in Israel. 

Is there a Christmas in Israel? There can 
be—with your help! Hebrew Christians are 
still suffering discrimination. Their chil- 
dren become targets of ridicule. 





Your heart will be rejoicing if at this 
blessed Christmas season you help relieve 
distress and give a little happiness to needy, 
hungry Hebrew Christians in Israel and in 
Europe, Remember especially the little chil- 
dren and the aged Hebrew Christians whom 
we support in Homes. 


nee wy, 


NC ecccccccccccccce 


Jacob Pele, INTERNATIONAL 
Secretary Hebrew Christian Alliance 


U. S. A. CANADA 
5830 Calespe a 1 — Toroate, 
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dying like maple or poplar or willow. 
I am ever green. So I picture eternal 
life that never dies. Then, too, you. see 
I am a circle that has no end but goes 
on and on—another way I am like 
eternal life. And here within my circle 
is the One .who came to bring you His 
eternal life so you need not fear death. 
Now you must look in your Bibles to 
learn about that. : 

Why was the baby named Jesus? 
(Matt. 1:21.) Jesus in that language 
means Saviour. Why do people need 
saving from sin? (Rom. 6:23; John 3: 
16.) You know, don’t you, that there is 
not only a death here on earth that 
takes us away from this world and 
leaves the body asleep, but a death of 
the soul that takes us away from 
Heaven forever. “. . . the lake of fire. 
This is the second death. And whoso- 
ever was not found written in the bogk 
of life was cast into the lake of fire.” 
So God sent us His Christmas present, 
Jesus, to take our punishment for. sin, 
to “taste death for every man,” to give 
us eternal life and Heaven! Now you 
see why Christmas brings joy (Luke 2: 
10, 11). Christ is even going to give 
their bodies back to dead people some 
day. Here are His wonderful promises. 
“Verily, verily” makes the promise 
doubly, doubly true—as if the Lord 
would lie anyway! (John 5:24, 25, 28, 
29; 8:51; 11:25, 26; 14:19.) 

Has the Lord made you alive forever, 
so we would not need to cry even if you 
were very sick and died, and we went 
to your funeral? We would know you 
were “absent from the body, . .. present 
with the Lord” (2 Cor. 5:8). That is 
why Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John 
are telling you all these stories and 
things. (Quote John 20:31.) Put your 
bookmarks at Matthew 9:18; Mark 5: 
22; Luke 8:41 for the story of the girl’s 
coming to life, and at your promise in 
John about your coming to life in 
Heaven. “Be not afraid, only believe” 
(Mark 5:36, Memory Verse). 


Orono, MAINE. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1959' 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
Staying Home To Witness.——Go home 

to thy friends, and tell them how great 
things the Lord hath done for thee 
(Mark 5:19, Golden Text). One of the 
girls from a Bible class of mine was 
converted at a young people’s confer- 
ence. She told the minister who led 
her to Christ that she felt she should 
leave home and share an apartment 
with a Christian girl friend. She said, 
“My father and mother are against me 
for being a Christian, and I want to go 
on with the Lord.” “My dear young 
lady,” said the minister, “I should think 
if you really wanted to go on with the 
Lord you would welcome the oppor- 
tunity of staying right at home with 
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your parents who don’t know Him. 
Perhaps He intends you to be the one 
to win them. Also, if you’re looking 
for an easy place, you will never be- 
come a strong Christian. As God's 
servant my advice to you is, Stay home.” 
“Thank you, sir,” said the girl. “Yes, 
I'll stay."—Sent by Mrs. J. Shields, 
Toronto, Can. . 


Freed by the Word.—A man with an 
unclean spirit (Mark 5:2). Mrs. Dan 
Crawford, in an address in London, told 
about an African woman who from her 
earliest years had been .conscious of a 
strange presence within her. Under the 
influence of this madness she committed 
all sorts of crimes. One day she 
chanced to enter the mission house. 
The preacher was a young minister who 
had but little knowledge of the native 
language, and when the time came for 
him to deliver his sermon, words com- 
pletely failed him. So, taking up his 
Bible, he carefully read through the 
fifth chapter of Mark, and when he 
had finished it, not knowing what else 
to do, he read it again. All this time 
the woman was listening with profound 
attention to the account of the freeing 
of the Gadarene demoniac. At the con- 
clusion, she started up, and began pray- 
ing loudly to the unknown Power to 
release her also from her curse. In her 
intense praying she foamed at the 
mouth, and at one time the onlookers 
thought she would fall down in a fit. 
But at last she sank on the ground 
whispering, “I am freed! I am freed!” 
And freed she was, and for a long time 
she lived with Mrs. Crawford, a living 
testimony to the power of God to bring 
peace to the troubled soul—From the 
Wonderful Word. Sent by Mrs. M. 
Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


Captivity That Liberates—No man 
could bind him, no, not with chains 
anes 5:3). 

Make me a captive, Lord, 
And then I shall be free; 
Force me to render up my sword, 
And I shall conqueror be: 
I sink in life’s alarms 
When by myself I stand; 
Imprison me within Thine arms, 
d strong shall be my hand. 


—George Matheson 
—Sent by Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


The Way Out—No man could bind 
him ... But when he saw Jesus afar 
off, he ran and worshipped him (Mark 
§:3, 6). The late Army Scripture 
Reader, Scott, after visitation in a De- 
tention barracks, could not find his 
way out. Seeing a prisoner approach- 
ing with a pail and mop, he asked, 
“Do you know the way out of this 
building?” to which he received the 
reply, “I wish I did, sir.” Immediately, 
using the opportunity, the Reader asked, 
“Do you know the way out of sin?” 
and opening his Bible at John 14:6, he 
showed the boy that only in the Lord 
Jesus Christ could he find “the way, 
the truth, and the life."—From Ready. 
Sent by Elisabeth Edmunds, Hailsham, 
Sussex, Eng. Prize illustration. 


An Awful Choice.—I adjure thee by 
God, that thou torment me not (Mark 
5:7). Some years ago a certain man 
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came into a Bible class I was teaching 
and continued to attend for eight or 
ten weeks, then suddenly stopped com- 
ing. Being interested, I looked him up 
to invite him to come back. To my in- 
vitation he replied with a startling con- 
fession: “I cannot come to that Bible 
class, hear the kind of teaching given 
there, and then go on living the way I 
live.” I said, “Do you deliberately 
choose the Devil and hell, rather than 
the Lord Jesus Christ and Heaven?” 
And he answered, “Yes; I choose the 
Devil and hell.” Later, when that man 
came to die, I was clear across the con- 
tinent from him and unable to get to 
his bedside before he passed into eter- 
nity, although he sent for me, and I was 
told that he wanted very much to talk 
with me about the things of God. Can 
you picture the dreadful darkness of a 
mind that has deliberately turned away 
from the light and love of God?—From 
H. E. Eavey, in Winona Echoes. Sent 
by Albert Mygatt, Blue Springs, Nebr. 


The Only Voice Obeyed—And he 
asked him, What is thy name? And he 
answered, saying, My name is Legion: 
for we are many (Mark 5:9). As you 
skim over the columns of your news- 
paper tomorrow you will likely make 
the acquaintance of some members of 
the “Legion” you have never met be- 
fore. A few years ago several of the 
breed kidnapped a little girl and hid 
her in a box buried in the heat of 
a western desert. Fortunately, they 
caught the human devils, and so rank 
was their deviltry the other prisoners 
in the jail booed them. Should one or 
more of the “Legion” move in on/ you, 
all I can say is, “You’re a goner.” You 
are doomed both for this world and the 
next, unless your captor hears the voice 
of the Lord Jesus. There is only one 
voice the Legion obeys. It is Heaven 
alone who can order Satan around. It 
is only Heaven who can say to the head 
of the Legion, “Get thee behind me!” 
And Old Satan “gets” (Matt. 16:23; 
Luke 4:8).—From the late William H. 
Ridgway, in The Sunday School Times. 
Sent by the Rev. W. P. Shelley, Sun- 
bury, Pa. 


The Terrible Reality of Demons.— 
And forthwith Jesus gave them leave. 
And the unclean spirits went out, and 
entered into the swine: and the herd 
ran violently down a steep place into 
the sea, (they were about two thou- 
sand;) and were choked in the sea 
(Mark 5:13). The transference of de- 
mons in these modern days from one 
person to another, one place to another, 
and even to animals, is well attested. 
.. . An elderly grandmother was sud- 
denly seized with convulsions, clearly 
demonized, demanding worship, chant- 
ing madly in a spirit tone, and then 
died. Several mornings later a grand- 
child of two months, hale and hearty 
at night, was found outside the hut, 
dead, with blood from the eyes and 
nose. Four days later the mother was 
Seized by the demon who claimed to 
have killed her mother and baby. Miss 
Cable relates another of her many 
experiences with demon-possessed hea- 
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The Miller FIVE 


By Esther Eby Glass 





Another new book for. 9-12 year olds. 
Here are 14 stories about a family that 
enjoys living together. In this book the 
daily routine, discipline and purpose in 
life takes on new meaning for the reader. 
Portrayed are the joys, hopes and fears 
common to any household with members 
in grade and high school. The reader will 
laugh with the main characters at predic- 
aments which he has experienced himself. 
Although written for the young person, 
adults will find Mr. and Mrs. Miller a 
challenge to their own approach to fam- 


ily problems. $1.75 


, at your bookstore 


HERALD PRESS 


Dept. ST Scottdale, Pa. 
“Fifty Years of Christian Literature Service” 





“The best summary of the Bible in 


‘ 


story form anywhere available...’ 


and only $4.50 


—— 
-(p~\.| Wm. B. EERDMANS 
PUBLISHING CO. 


GRAND RAPIDS MICHIGAN 








“merely crazy man. 
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then, and also the power of the Name: 
“An evil spirit had been known to claim 
a young girl as its possession, forbid- 
ding her marriage under severe threats. 
It was in such a case that a demon, 
driven from a man, who had become a 
Christian, went to a village eight miles 
distant and possessed a young woman. 
Speaking through her, it forbade her 
marriage and manifested itself in the 
same manner as it had done in the 
man from whom it came, compelling 
him to perpetually rub one side of his 
face and head until there was no hair 
left there. When questioned as _ to 
whence it came, the demon replied by 
giving the name of this man, and when 
asked, “Why have you left him?” re- 
plied: “I have been turned out, for’ that 
man has become a Christian.”—From 
“Storms and Starlight,” by V. Raymond 
Edman. Sent by Mrs. A. E. Janzen, 
Hillsboro, Kans. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


HE Bible is the one Book that re- 

veals God to man. From the first 
chapter of Genesis we learn that God 
created all things. In Genesis 1:3 we 
read, “And God said, Let there be light: 
and there was light.” Ten times over 
in that one chapter it tells that God 
said something, and it was done. 

Turn to Psalm 33:8, 9. You can see 
that when God speaks, the thing is 
done. This is not the case with even 
the greatest human being. A person 
with only human power must work to 
get anything done. But God, by just 
speaking a word, can accomplish greater 
things than men could ever attain with 
all their combined efforts. Our lesson 
today tells of three, great things our 
Saviour accomplished by His word. 
What does that teach us about Him? 
(That He was God.) Right. 

Last week we read the first. parable 
Jesus told in His sermon by the seaside. 
Read from Mark 4:35-41 what happened 
when He had finished that sermon. Pic- 
ture the scene—the boat tossed about 
like a cork by the terrific wind, amongst 
dashing waves, the terrified disciples, 
and Jesus asleep. But as soon as He 
was called upon, all was calm and 
serene. How did, He stop the storm? 
(By saying, “Peace, be still.”) Yes. At 
His word the wind ceased, the waves 
calmed. Our Lord has power over the 
elements. With a word He can change 
the weather! Next time we feel like 
grumbling about it, let us pray instead. 

Mark 5:1-15 tells of another thing 
Jesus did which proved that He was 
God. Let us read these verses around 
the class. Here’s another thrilling 
scene: The dangerous man, terror of 
the neighborhood, more violent than a 
Can you picture 
different members of the community 
coming out to the cemetery to chain 
him, but running off in terror as he 
broke their chains to bits? Then the 
Saviour came. How did He drive the 
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(By His 
These thousands of evil 


evil spirits out of the man? 
word.) Right. 
spirits obeyed Him instantly. Satan’s 
power is far greater than that of any 
human being, but he and all his de- 
mons must obey the Lord. Aren’t you 
glad that our Saviour has greater power 
than Satan? 

The man who had been healed of the 
evil spirits loved the Lord so much that 
he wanted to stay with Him. Read 
what Jesus told him to do in verse 19. 
(To go home to. his friends and tell 
them what God had done for him.) 
Read the result of his obedience in 
verse 20. (All did marvel.) Yes, the 
change in him made people realize that 
his testimony was true. We, also, 
should witness to our friends. Do our 
lives prove the truth of our words? 

Our last story for this morning is in 
verses 21-24. Then read from verse 35 
to the end of the chapter. Can you 
picture the sorrowing parents, the noisy 
mourners, and the three wondering dis- 
ciples looking at the silent form’ on the 
bed? Then came the Saviour’s loving 
touch and His word of command. The 
dead girl became alive! Her parents 
were so excited and overjoyed that 
they did not realize she needed food 
till Jesus reminded them. Our Saviour 
raised the dead by His word! He has 
power over life and death. How safe 


we are when we belong to Christ! - 


If you are teaching a child from the 
book, “Stories I Can Read Myself About 
the Lord Jesus,” have him read Story 
5 this week. Then teach him the Mem- 
ory Verse. Remind him of the verse 
he learned for Story 4: “All things 
were made by him.” Jesus, the Son of 
God, made everything—the trees and 
flowers, the mountains, lakes, and rivers. 
And He made us, too! Then tell him 
the story of Jesus’ calming the storm, 








This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 857) 
1. Disturbances of nature, demon 
possession, disease, and death. 

2. God-man, He is Lord of creation. 

3. He broke the chains and cut him- 
self fiercely. 

4. He was sitting, clothed, and sane 
(Mark 5:15). 

5. They knew that some __ divine 
power which they did not understand 
was at work. 

6. The physicians left the woman in 
worse condition physically and finan- 
cially; Christ healed her at no financial 
cost. 

7. Christ’s power and her faith (Mark 
5:34). 

%. The Bible asserts that she arose 
and was given food to eat (Mark 5:42, 
43). 

9. His identity as the Son of God and 
the testimony of eyewitnesses. 

10. If the ‘Lord could cure such an 
apparently hopeless case, surely He can 
aid all in distress who turn to Him. 


ALTADENA, CALIF. 
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that was in our lesson today. Remind 
him that Jesus is just as strong today. 

See how many times he can find the 
word to in Story 5. This little word 
is used many times over in the Bible. 
Then teach him the sound of t telling 
him it is like the sound of a little watch 
that says “t-t-t” very fast. If he thinks 
of it as the sound of a big watch, he 
may think “tick” which would confuse 
him when trying to use the sound of 
t to unlock new words. Show him 
that to starts with t. Then point out 
the t in “star,” “Peter,” and “boat,” 
words he has already learned to read 
by sight. When you say these words, 
be sure to say them so distinctly that 
he hears the t sound in each. 

Although it is necessary to teach 
words and sounds, if you are helping a 
child with his reading, the most impor- 
tant thing always is to teach him some- 
thing of Christ’s power and goodness, 
so that he will love and@ follow Him. 





The book ‘ ‘Stories I Can Read Myself About 
the Lord Jesus,” may be ordered this quarter 
for 50c from V. D. Gunderson, Ferndale, Wash. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
s 


For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


HERE is no fun in being sick. No 

matter how old a person is or how 
young, he likes to be well and strong. 
Grace is a grown-up lady now, but ever 
since she was born she has spent her 
days in a wheelchair. She has never 
known what it is to play ball or jump 
rope or go sledding. How often she 
must have wished that she had lived 
when the Lord Jesus was here on earth! 
Surely He would have made her well. 
However, even though He is not living 
here on earth today, He could have 
made Grace well if He wanted to. The 
Bible tells us that once He said, “Said I 
not unto thee, that, if thou wouldest be- 
lieve, thou shouldest see the glory of 
God?” (John 11:40.) Everyone who 
knows Grace is blessed by her life. She 
is cheerful and keeps praising the Lord 
for all that He does for her. Yes, the 
Lord Jesus could have healed her if it 
had been His will. Instead He has 
chosen to receive glory through her ill- 
ness. 

We know that God’s way is perfect 
(Psa. 18:30a). We know He never 
makes a mistake. We know He will al- 
ways do that which will bring the 
greatest glory to His dear Son. That is 
why the Lord Jesus Christ did one of 
His most unusual miracles in the very 
long ago. He had crossed the Sea of 
Galilee in a boat and was on His way to 
the city of Capernaum. (Teacher: 
Please indicate on map.) Before He 
ever got to the town, one of the rulers 
of the synagogue rushed to the Lord 
Jesus and fell at His feet. The man, 
Jairus, begged the Lord Jesus earnestly, 
Saying, “My little daughter is at the 


point of death. Come, place your hands 
upon her in order that she may be 
healed and live.” 
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The Lord Jesus knew at once that 
Jairus loved his daughter. She was his 
only daughter. She was quite a big 
girl, for she was twelve years old. Per- 
haps it was she herself who had coaxed 
her father to go for the Lord Jesus. She 
had doubtless heard Him preach and 
had believed Him to be the Son of God, 
receiving Him as her personal Saviour. 
She knew that He had done many mir- 
acles. And, though many of the Jews— 
Jews like her mother and her father 
and herself—did not believe that the 
Lord Jesus was God’s Son, she believed 
it. We do not know all that Jairus must 
have felt in his heart. But he, too, must 
have at that moment, perhaps, believed 
in the Lord Jesus or he would never 
have said, “Come,. place your hands 
upon my daughter in order that she 
may be healed and live.” 

At once the Lord Jesus followed 
Jairus. Others crowded in around him 
to be healed. Suddenly there was a dis- 
turbance as one of Jairus’s servants 
pushed through the crowd crying, 
“Don’t trouble the Master now. Your 
daughter is dead.” 

The Lord Jesus overheard the serv- 
ant and said to Jairus, “Do riot be 
afraid, only believe.” ‘Then, with Jairus 
leading the way, the Lord Jesus, with 
three of His disciples—Peter, James, and 
John—went to Jairus’s house. What 
noise and commotion were there! Peo- 


- ple were crying and screaming. 


The Lord Jesus commanded, “Why are 
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you wailing and weeping? The little 
girl did not die but is sleeping.” How 
could He say that a dead girl was 
asleep? The people laughed at Him 
and made fun of Him. They knew full 
well that she was really, truly dead. 
But the Lord Jesus knows the hearts of 
His own. He knows those who belong 
to God’s family through faith in Him. 
And those in God’s family do not die, 
they are simply “asleep.” 

So the Lord Jesus sent out of the 
room those who were making so great a 
disturbance. Then, taking His three 
disciples and the little girl’s mother and 
father with Him, He stepped to her bed. 
“Little girl, it’s time to get up,” He said, 
holding her hand tightly. And the girl 
sat up! Then she got out of bed and 
walked around and was perfectly well. 
The Lord Jesus, who has a special place 
in His heart for children, knew that she 
would be hungry so He commanded 
that her parents give her something to 
eat. 

The Lord Jesus still gives life—eternal 
life—to those who are spiritually dead, 
if they will believe and receive Him as 
their. own Saviour. If you have not 
received Him, do it right now, will you, 
please? — 

MILLERSVILLE, Pa. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, December 7 
1. I Have an Altar 


(Deut. 6:4-9; Exod. 27:1-8; 
Matt. 14:22, 23) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 
nN WE approach the Christmas sea- 

son, ‘we are to begin a series of 
topics that draw our attention to four 
priceless possessions that God has made 
available to every born-again individ- 
ual. And, in considering them, we 
should be challenged as to what value 
we place upon them. It will be shown 
by the use we make of them. 
4 
This week the Christian’s aitar occu- 
pies our thoughts. In the Old Testa- 
ment, many examples are given of 
altars erected for the purpose of wor- 
shiping God. Noah, Abraham, Isaac, 
Jacob; Joshua, Elijah, and many others 
built altars of stone, and upon them 
burned sacrificed animals and thus wor- 
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The second Scripture portion 
chosen for this topic tells of the instruc- 
tions God gave to Moses for making an 
altar of wood overlaid with brass 


shiped. 


(which typified judgment). This was 
to stand in the outer court in front of 
the door of the Tabernacle, and upon 
it all burnt sacrifices were offered for 
the Children gf Israel. This, and all 
other altars erected in Old Testament 
times, were types of the Cross, upon 
which Christ, the believer’s whole 
burnt-offering, was one day to offer 
Himself, without spot, to God for the 
sin of the world (Heb. 9:11-15). The 
fact that the brazen altar stood before 
the entrance to the Holy Place taught 
that man has no access to God except 
as a sinner, whose sins have been 
judged and for whom atonement has 
been made through the blood of Christ, 
our Sacrifice (Heb. 9:16-28). 


ve 

In the fullest sense, therefore, the 
Christian’s altar is the Cross, upon 
which, as Paul expresses it, “I am cru- 
cified with Christ . .. and the life which 
I now live in the flesh I live by the faith 
of the Son of God, who loved me, and 
gave himself for me” (Gal. 2:20). This 
experience of crucifixion with Christ is 
the normal privilege of every believer, 
and our understanding and apprecia- 
tion of it is seen in the measure in 
which we permit crucifixion to become 
experimentally real in our lives by 
reckoning ourselves dead unto sin and 
alive unto God through Christ (Rom. 
6:11-13). We are to present ourselves 
a living sacrifice unto God, and be 
transformed by the renewing of our 
minds, rather than to be conformed to 
this world (Rom. 12:1, 2). 


we 
This topic may also include a con- 
sideration of the Christian’s altar as his 
place of prayer. The Lord Jesus taught 
that it could be anywhere where the 
believer can be alone with God (Matt. 
6:6). He suggested a place where the 
door could be closed to shut out dis- 
tracting elements or interruptions. He 
had no house of His own, and so we 
find that He often went out to an un- 
inhabited place or to a mountain to 
talk to His Father (Matt. 14:22, 23). 
The important thing is not a particular 
place, such as a temple or a church, but 
getting alone with God. It can be done 
sometimes, when necessary, on a busy 
street, on a train or bus. How often do 
you use this wonderful privilege of go- 
ing direct to God in prayer in the name 
of the Lord Jesus? Your neglect of 
this privilege shows that you value it 
little. 
ye 
Another altar in the Christian’s home 
should be the family altar where every 
day all the members of the family 
gather to hear the reading of the Word 
and to pray together. Is there a family 
altar in your home? You may be the 
very one whom God will use to make it 
possible, if your home does not yet en- 
joy this privilege. It will not be easy 
and sometimes there will be objections 
raised such as lack of time, or duties 
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that interfere, and the like. Ask God 
to show you, however, how He wants 
to use you to establish a family altar. 
You will find it worth all the seeming 
inconvenience or sacrifice that you 
make, for it will bring about the solu- 
tion of many family problems and will 
tie the family together as God cannot 
do in any other way. 
ve 

Perhaps a brief word should be said 
about the increasing tendency in some 
churches and among some Christians to 
“create a spirit of worship” by the use 
of an altar or table on which is placed 
a picture of Christ, candles, or even a 
cross or a crucifix. There is a grave 
danger in such practices that the wor- 
ship may be transferred from Christ 
Himself to an. object, and that the mind 
may attribute some virtue to the par- 
ticular place or to certain objects. 
Someone has well said that “nothing 
that man has made can possibly aid 
him to a better worship of Christ.” 
God has given us in His Word and in 
the Holy Spirit all that we need to help 
us and to enable us to worship Christ 
in spirit and in truth. 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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Browsing in the Bookshop 
(Continued from page 855) 


His interest in that part of the world 
led him to write “Abraham to Allenby” 
several years ago, and the present book 
is an enlarged edition of the former, 
brought up to date. 

In twelve chapters, the author gives a 
summary of Biblical history then deals 
with the intertestamental period in 
three chapters. These are followed by 
chapters on the rise of Herod the Great, 
the coming of Christ, and later Palestin- 
ian history, including the Arab Con- 
quest, the Crusades, the four centuries 
of Turkish rule, the coming of Allenby 
during World War I, Zionism, the estab- 
lishment of the State of Israel, the 
Suez crisis of 1956, and ends with a. 
description of David Ben-Gurion read- 
ing Isaiah 35 as a prophecy of things to 
come. 

The latter part of the book provides 
a useful summary of developments in 
Palestine during the last twenty-five 
years. Mr. Owen draws on articles in 
Time magazine and other periodicals, 
and literature sent out by the Israel 
information office in New York. Since 
he did not receive information from 
the Jordan government, the book lacks 
any real description of the develop- 
ments in that part of the Holy Land. 
One would expect an author who has 
traveled in the Near East to have sup- 
plied this information from first-hand 
acquaintance, or from further investi. 
gation. 

The notes in the back of the book 
give sketches of various phases. of ear- 
lier and later events in the Bible lands 
that are often only vaguely known to 
the layman. One of these is the thumb- 
hail sketch of Lawrence of Arabia, who 
became interested in the Arab world 
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when, as a student at Oxford, he went 
to the Arab lands to study the castles 
of the Crusaders, and later returned to 
organize an Arab revolt against Ger- 
many and the Central Powers, which 
played an important part in the World 
War I. 

The book is readable and of interest 
to Bible students. 


Unger’s Bible Dictionary. By Merrill 
F. Ungér. (Moody Press, Chicago 10; 
$8.95.) Dr. Merrill Unger had his theo- 
logical training at Dallas Seminary and 
received his doctor’s degree in Semitics 
and Biblical archaeology at Johns Hop- 
kins. He is Professor of Old Testament 
Studies at Dallas Theological Seminary. 

Dr. Unger’s Bible Dictionary ,is based 
on Barnes Bible Encyclopaedia, which 
was issued in 1900 and reissued in 1913. 
Now Dr. Unger has revised and rewrit- 
ten much of the older dictionary, add- 
ing new materials in the realm of new 
developments in the Bible lands and 
in archaeology. The breadth of cover- 
age is immediately evident whenever 
one thumbs through the volume—a two 
and one-half page article on “The Dead 
Sea Scrolls”; a page on “The. Dispersion 
of Israel”; an article on the Jordan Val- 
ley; another on “The Witness of the 
Spirit”; another on “Writing”; and an- 
other on “Zarethan,” where the waters 
of Jordan stopped when the Israelites 
crossed. Eight useful maps are ap- 
pended at the end of the volume. The 
book is illustrated with many line draw- 
ings and photographs, some subjects as 
ancient as the Assyrian relief showing 
the blinding of captives (p. 181), and 
others as recent as the parade in Am- 
man, Jordan, at the time of the wedding 
of young King Hussein ,(p. 605). The 
volume is to be recommended as a very 
useful tool for the Bible student, the 
Sunday school teacher, and as of real 
interest to the general reader. 


Three Deadly Foes. By Henry Dur- 
banville. (B. McCall Barbour, Edin- 
burgh, Scotland. May be ordered from 
the Calvary Book Room, Covington, 
Ky., $1.) The enemies that Mr. Dur- 
banville skillfully attacks with the 


. Sword of the Spirit are fear, loneliness, 


and worry. He has a kindly, sympa- 
thetic way of writing, and, beside the 
Bible, he makes good use of sanctified 
reasoning and lovely poems from many 
writers in the three essays. The little 
book opens with the famous poem on 
the robin and the sparrow, “Overheard 
in an Orchard,” by Elizabeth Cheney, 
which was first published in Tae Sun- 
paAY ScHoot Trues (Nov. 20, 1920), 
though Mr. Durbanville evidently did 
not know of its early publication in 
these columns. The author includes 
many telling illustrations from his own 
experience and his reading. This makes 
a most appropriate little gift book (56 
pages) for the sick and shut-in, and 
for anyone who may be troubled by 
one of the three foes. Mr. Durbanville 
shows how to deal with each one. 


Outlined Programs for Women’s 
Groups. By Herman J. Kamphouse and 
Marie Ver Voorn. (Zondervan Pub. 


House, Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $1.50, 
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paper.) Any worker with girls’ or 
women’s groups in church, Sunday 
school, or in other connections will find 
in this volume a wealth of biography 
as entertaining as it is profitable. Each 
of the forty-one chapters is built around 
the life and personality of d woman of 
the Bible. The arrangement of the 
various ,programs is admirable, with 
wide variety: and attractiveness. Each 
opens with suggested hymns. Then fol- 
lows a brief prayer, Scripture lesson, 
meaning of the name, relationships, and 
a short, interesting life story. A valu- 
able feature also is the “Lessons for Us.” 
The book is rich in true spiritual worth, 
and is a rewarding study for the quiet 
hour, or for the public platform. 


The Pocket Commentary of the Bible: 
Genesis. By Basil F. C. Atkinson, 
(Moody Press, Chicago 10; $4.50.) This, 
the first volume in a new series, is 
a reverent, verse-by-verse exposition 
from a conservative standpoint, replete 
with practical applications to the Chris- 
tian life. The author is to be com- 
mended for his judicious: handling of 
problems of interpretation, and for his 
fair treatment of a view that he rejects. 
His purpose always is to explain what 
the text says, and the reader need not 
fear that the faith is being undermined 
as the problems of this important por- 
tion of the Bible are being discussed. 
In his endeavor to: be practical, how- 
ever, the author has, in this reviewer’s 
opinion, committed a minor error. Dr. 
Atkinson sees on every page suggestions 
of New Testament doctrine and living, 
but, when such typology is allowed to 
run unchecked, two effects are seen— 
much that is explicit in the text is 
ignored in favor of what is presumed 
to be there in type; and a sense of the 
ludicrous attaches itself not. only to 
that portion of the exposition, but to 
the whole. For example, when com- 
menting on Genesis 18:8, “under the 
tree,” our author’s remark is, “This is 
the only place where it is possible to 
stand, under the shadow of the cross.” 
Readers would benefit far more if the 
text were expounded with more atten- 
tion to what the words of Scripture 
actually denoted. 


Henry Francis Lyte and the Story of 
“Abide With Me.” By Henry James 
Garland. (Torch Pub. Co., Manchester 
4, Eng. May be had from Etude Book 
Agency, Yucaipa, Calif., $3.50.) From 
his comfortable home and beautiful gar- 
dens at Brixham, Devon, Henry Lyte 
would watch the varying splendors of 
the sunsets out over the sea. He had a 
sensitive nature, was able to appreciate 
all the beauties of nature, and turned 
many of his thoughts on the natural 
and spiritual worlds into fine poetry. 
A minister of the Church of England, 
he was pastor for twenty-three years 
of the church in Lower Brixham, a 
fishing town, and was greatly beloved 
by the fishermen. He loved his pleasant 
home and his family—his wife, three 
sons, and a daughter—and was never 
completely happy away from them. He 
was born in 1793 in Scotland, suffered 
much from illness, and died of tubercu- 
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losis at the age of fifty-four in Nice, 
France, where he had gone seeking 
health. 

The late Mr. Garland, a Methodist 
minister, did much research to produce 
this biography. He gives the early ver- 
sion of the eight stanzas of “Abide 
With Me” and Lyte’s life story in the 
first fifty pages. The remaining three- 
fourths of the book are devoted to 
memorials to Lyte, the story’ of the 
well-known tune by W. H. Monk, side 
lights on Lyte’s life and work, incidents 
from all over the world showing how 
the hymn has been blessed to multi- 
tudes; and samples of Lyte’s poetry. 
This will be of special interest to lovers 
of hymnology, and will furnish pastors 
and superintendents with many good 
stories and illustrations to use in con- 
nection with the hymn. The biography 
shows Henry Lyte as being a trifle 
melancholy, but tenderhearted and 
thoughtful of others, and trusting in the 
righteousness of Christ for his salvation. 


In Pastures Green. By -George Hen- 
derson. (B. McCall Barbour, Edin- 
burgh, Scotland. May be had from 
Calvary Book Room, Covington, Ky., 
$2.) Here are twenty-six brief devo- 
tional meditations, many based on par- 
ticular texts. Mr. Henderson writes 
with clarity and warmth. He includes 
many striking incidents as illustrations 
and quotes spiritual poems. He writes 
on such topics as “Love Divine All 
Loves Excelling,” “Sympathy,” “If I 
Lose My Faith—?” “Self Pity,” “Three- 
fold Personality,” “What the Bible Is to 
the Christian,” “One Day at a Time.” 
In his little essay on self-pity is this 
from Thomas Carlyle, “Always there is 
a black spot in our sunshine; it is the 
shadow of ourselves.” On living day by 
day he says that “the shortcomings of 
the days: that are gone are forgiven 
(1 John 2:12); cleansed (1 John 1:7); 
obliterated (Isa. 44:22); forgotten (Heb. 
10:17). . . . The chief sources of most 
men’s uneasiness are chagrin at the 
past, and forebodings of what is to 
come.” He shows that contentment is 
“the fruit of an education . . . touches 
every phase of daily living .. . 
us independent of earth.” There are 
many seed thoughts for Bible lessons 
and sermons in this little volume (119 
pages), and the chapters are good for 
private reading. 


Leading in Public Prayer. By An- 
drew W. Blackwood. (Abingdon Press, 
Nashville 2, Tenn., $3.) To this re- 


viewer there are dangerous implications 
in this book. The endorsement of the 
author upon the writings of such men 
as Harry Emerson Fosdick, David Elton 
Trueblood, E. Stanley Jones, George 
Buttrick, and Barth causes one at once 
to be skeptical of the book. Its use 
would tend to make one’s praying stereo- 
typed and formalistic. The author uses 
the term “O Lord and Father of us all,” 
which is unscriptural. There are some 
very helpful suggestions for ministers 
concerning the subject of public prayer, 
but they would need to cull out the 
error. It cannot be recommended to 


the Christian public. 


‘ 
\ 


renders . 
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Acts through Ephesians, an expanded 
translation—Vol. II. By Kenneth S. 
Wuest, Litt.D. (Wm. B. Eerdmans 
Pub. Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $3.50.) 
Professor Wuest describes this volume 
as “a commentary translation to be used 
alongside of the Authorized Version as 
an aid to its understanding.” In the 
brief but illuminating prefaces to each 
of the books herein paraphrased, the 
author justifies the volume’s existence 
by showing how one’s reading of the 
King James, or Authorized Version, is 
improved when this work is near at 
hand. It should be remembered that, 
in such a work, the views of the trans- 
lator are more obvious than in one of 
the more standard translations. This is 
a license we must grant an author, but 
the caution must then be given—use 
the commentary translation in reading 
the King James Version, but also use 
the latter in order to check on the views 
expressed in the former. 


The Pilgrim’s Progress in Pictures. 
Adapted by the Rev. Ralph Kirby. 
(Moody Press, Chicago 10; $2.50.) The 
Rev. Ralph Kirby has obviously a great 
love for John Bunyan’s “Pilgrim’s Prog- 
ress,” for he has undertaken a monu- 
mental piece of work in correlating the 
most pertinent parts of Bunyan’s alle- 
gory with five hundred water colors in 
black and white, and nine full-page 
color plates. The artists, Ernest Wall- 
cousins, Grace Golden, John Berry, and 
Robert Hodgson have not produced flat- 
plane, shallow cartoons, but a series of 
intimate character studies that combine 
with the carefully chosen text to point 
out clearly the true meaning of this 
great allegory. The entrance of Chris- 
tian and Hopeful into the Heavenly 
Jerusalem, a full-color plate, is one of 
the best and has been chosen for the 
dust jacket also. Some may fear that 
this abbreviated form of the old classic 
may take the place of the original, but 
both old and new readers will find 
rather that it whets their appetite for 
the reading of the complete ‘book. 


We Would See Jesus. By. Roy and 
Revel Hession. (Christian Literature 
Crusade, Fort Washington, Pa 50 
cents.) Our Saviour is presented on 
these pages as the center and the cir- 
cumference of the Christian life. There 
is no way to Him; He is the way. There 
is no end beyond Him; He is all we 
need. With a great stress on grace, 
there is a corresponding de-emphasis 
on human activity.: The only prepara- 
tion for any blessing is repentance, and 
when there is repentance God responds 
with all we need. Because He is all we 
need, we must never repent in order to 
receive something beyond Him. But if 
we repent because we want Him, it 
often happens that God also gives us 
the other things we desire. It is a 
blessing to read this book and it should 
be widely read. If a caution may be 
inserted, it is that the salutary em- 
phasis of the writers on the grace of 
God may lead some to inactivity, a re- 
sult that the authors do not contemplate 
and that need not be the effect of their 
doctrine. 
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Nuggets for Your 
Temperance Teaching 
By Helen G. H. Estelle 


Honorary President of the New York Woman’s 
hristian Temperance Union 

Advertising is a part of the nation’s 
System of distribution. It is the most 
effective means of mass communication 
available to industry, business, and the 
public. The liquor interests make wide 
use of each medium. Our homes are in- 


‘vaded constantly by beer advertise- 


ments. Liquor is not a commodity like 
other products. It contains a poison, 
alcohol, which endangers the citizen 
and his best interests. Congress has 
tried to pass a bill to eliminate the ad- 
vertising of liquor over the air, but the 
Langer-Siler bills died in Congressiona 
committees at the last session. f 


Licensed Beverages Industries, Inc., 
has an educational director who is pro- 
moting moderation materials in the 
Schools wherever possible in order to 
“create a more favorable attitude to- 
ward the moderate use of alcoholic 
beverages,” claiming that the alcohol 
Contained is a sedative that contributes 
to mild relaxation. Our Bible teaches 
that “wine is a mocker.” This new 
school movement is a challenge to us, 
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and to all parents, especially, to ascer- 
tain what facts are givén to their chil- 
dren about this dangerous beverage. 


U.S. News and World Report has said 
that sixty per cent of the arrests for all 
causes in American towns and cities are 
hauled in annually on charges associated 
with heavy drinking, drunkenness, 
drunken driving, disorderly conduct, 
and vagrancy: Facts show that more 
and more women are becoming victims 
of alcohol. 


The biggest problem facing this coun- 
try today is beverage alcohol, declared 
Dr. Gordon Parker, president of Can- 
adian Temperance Federation, who 
added that there are now 200,000 alco- 
holics in Canada. 


It may come as a surprise to many to 
learn that seventy-five per cent of the 
world’s population does not drink. The 
twenty-five per cent that do are to be 
found mostly in the Western world, the 
so-called “Christian” world. Moslems 
and devout Buddhists are teetotalers. 


This Is the Time To Think. We have 
had twenty-five years of legalized liq- 
uor, and what have we? We are prom- 
ised that: 

The saloon would never come back. 

The bootlegger would craw! into his 

hole and disappear. 

Taxes would shrink. 

Flaming youth would fail to flame if 

they could buy legally. 

Temperance would be promoted. 

Has repeal made good? Look about 
you and see the answer to my question. 

The church and the church school 
have a great opportunity to teach the 
value of abstinence and the need for 
sobriety. 


More than 400 Irishmen, representing 
nearly every town in Ireland, attended 
the annual retreat of the Pioneer’s Total 


Abstinence Association. 


The welfare officer of the Malone 
Training School, Belfast, Ireland, de- 
clared: “Young people, keep away from 
drink. It takes moral courage to re- 
fuse the glass offered in company, but 
I believe the youth who refuses will be 
more respected and looked up to than 
the one who lowers himself to the level 
of the tippler.” : 


The Watchman-Examiner carried this 
item: “Nursing mothers constitute a 
large market.” Here the brewers were 
proclaiming the virtues of beer. They 
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have enticed youth and children with 
their attractive songs and jingles. Now 
they are after the babes in mothers’ 
arms in fhe hope that the mothers’ lik- 
ing for the malt brew may be instilled 
in the children. 


The sale of vodka at railway stations 
in Moscow is prohibited. This followed 
complaints by Mboscovites in recent 
weeks of ‘“scandalous behavior” by 
drunks at the city’s stations. 


A letter from the United States 
Brewers Foundation to “Dear Member” 
says: As a part of the program of reach- 
ing the women’s market, we have ar- 
ranged for the publication of the “Com- 
plete Beer Book.” The book will be 
done by Myra Waldo, one of the na- 
tion’s leading food writers, known to 
thousands for her “Around the World 
Cook Book.” Imagine what an in- 








SUNDAY SCHOOL, BIBLE CLUB TEACHERS 
AND OTHER INTERESTED PERSONS! 
THIRD ANNUAL “HIDE-THE-WORD” 


BIBLE MEMORIZING 
CONTEST 


Children Learn 150 Choice Bible Verses 
Get Plaques, Books, Bible Games Week 
At Mt. Lou-San Bible Camp . . . FREE! 


ENROLLMENT PERIOD 


NOV. 1 THROUGH DEC. 31 
Write Today For Application Blanks To: 


HARRISBURG BIBLE FORUM 


11 N. 14th St., Harrisburg, Pa. 














PEWS, PULPIT & CHANCEL 
FURNITURE 


WRITE FOR Free CATALOG 
AND LOW DIRECT PRICES 


J.P REDINGTON & Co. 
pert, 102 + SCRANTON 2, a 














SUPPOSE GOD WANTS 


You to pray for the use of His great 
weapon against Communism, the Bible. 
We are now sending Bible study 
courses by mail to many lands. New 
requests received in every mail from 
Africa. Will you pray? Please help us 
answer the appeals from so many seri- 
ous young people in so many lands. 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 
Station A, Atlante, Georgia 
Talmage Payne, Director 











ALASKA 


For more information write to : 


Dept. SSTA, 2434 N. Kedzie Bivd. 





1S CALLING 

* The Slavic Gospel Association has been preaching the Gospel in Alaska for 20 years. 

* Beginning January, 1958, our work there became known as the ALASKA GOSPEL ASSO- 
CIATION, of the Slavic Gospel Association. 

* More Bible-trained missionaries are needed. 

* The work is carried on in the English. language. 

* The Holy Scriptures and Gospel literature are being distributed; Christ-centered activities 
for children, youth, adults and servicemen are conducted. 

* Six mission stations have been established. We still have a deficit on 4 of the Gospel 
chapels. Perhaps some friends would like to have a share in clearing this debt. 


ALASKA GOSPEL 
OF SLAVIC GOSPEL ASSOCIATION 
Rev. Peter Deyneka, General Director 


MUCH PRAYER, MUCH POWER, new book by Peter Deyneka, Russian missionary, evangelist. Order 
now... $1.50 


ASSOCIATION 


Chicago 47, Illinois 
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fluence this book will be to persuade a 
considerable number of women to use 
beer in cookery. 


At Christmas time, a Western news- 
paper ran a paid ad that read: 


.“Let us not desecrate the birthday of 
the King, 
Who came-to raise man to his 
highest, 
By indulgence in alcoholic beverages, 
Which reduce man to his lowest.” 


Sound advice! “Come out of the man, 
thou unclean spirit,” Christ Jesus said 
to the Gadarene (Mark 5:8). As Chris- 
tians, we can make sure that no “spir- 
its” (alcoholic). enter our God-given 
bodies. 
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The Lesson List for 1959 
(Continued from page 853) 


shown, with the Scripture reference for 
each, where these differ from the over- 
all Scriptures. 

Why not order a supply of the 1959 
Lesson List now and keve them ready 
for next year’s use? The closing weeks 
of the year are often crowded—and for- 
getful—and ordering now will insure 
having’ your lists in good time. They 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, $2 a 
dozen, or $16 a hundred, from The Sun- 
day School Times Company, 325 N. 13th 
St., Philadelphia 5. 
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Our Alcoholic Civilization 
(Continued from second page). 


Drs. Aujaleu and Dérobert for the Min- 
istry of Public Health. It was con- 
ducted among prefects, directors of 
prisons and mental hospitals, as well as 
among those responsible for public 
health in each department of France. 

“The conclusions of their report are 
frightening. What we wrote some 
months ago is here verified: alcoholism 
has become one of the principal social 
scourges. In France we contend with 
tuberculosis; we have reduced the num- 
ber of the venereal sick; the weapons 
against cancer are being sharpened. But 
against alcoholism, a combination of 
specious reasoning (‘No man has a right 
to interfere with a man’s freedom to 
drink’) with political and electoral con- 


siderations (‘Who would dare attack 
the privilege of home  distilling?’) 
hinders all energetic action.” ‘ 


In Pédiatrie of Lyon, a French scien- 
tific organ devoted to children’s sick- 
nesses, appeared an article (in No. 6, 38th 
year) on the poisoning of children by 
alcchol. Dr. Benoit reports the case of 
two brothers, of three and five years 
respectively, who were taken with con- 
vulsions from sleeping in a chamber 
through whose walls came fumes from 
_ aroom in which wine was stored. 

In an article: in the Gazette de 


Lausanne, a leading Swiss newspaper, 
Pierre Grellet writes: 

“In the dark centuries, the sick 
formed along the roads processions of 


i 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


» 
misery, seeking the pity and help of 
passers-by. Today they are hospital- 
ized, which is indeed a great advance. 
But today there is a procession of sick, 
who easily might not be sick, the cor- 
tege of 60,000 Swiss alcoholics. The 
Arbeiter Zeitung of Schaffhausen, a 
Socialist paper, estimates that their 
passage would, in a column of four, 
cover fifteen kilometers. And to watch 
their passing, one would have to stand 
on the sidewalk three hours. 

“If one organized the victims of this 
interminable column, their wives and 
two children each, the march would 
extend to 68 kilometers in length. Its 
head would be in Geneva before its 
ending had left Lausanne. The specta- 
tors would be watching twelve hours 
‘this tragic picture of the avoidable,’ 
that is of wholly unnecessary tragedy.” 

This in little Switzerland! 
the four million alcoholics in the United 
States started to march! 
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For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


December 1 te 7 


Mon., Dec. 1.—Mark 4:35-41. 
“Have You No Faith?” 
Prayer SuccestTions: “How is it that 
ye have no faith?” Our Lord has the 
right to expect and to demand faith 
from every one of us. Faith in God is 
the duty of everyone. Dr. Timothy 
Dwight points out that the Law given 
by Moses was for every Israelite, not 
only for the believing remnant. Faith 
comes to us by hearing the Word of 
God, and by free grace. Grow in faith 
by feeding on God’s Word of faith. 
Faith cometh by hearing God’s Word 
and obeying it. “According to your 
faith” (which works by love) will be 
your blessings. Pray for the perfection 
of your faith. 


Tues., Dec. 2.—Mark 5:1-13. 
Restoring Broken Men. 
PRAYER SucGcesTions: “Tell them how 
great things the Lord hath done for 
thee” (v. 19). The maniac of Gadara 
stands out as a great example of the 
mighty, delivering, restoring, and en- 
dowing grace of God. Remember that 
when it comes to conversions and re- 
vival, if the Lord is promoting it, the 
work always will be wonderful. He 
“only doeth wondrous things” (Psa. 72: 
18; 86:10). There is too little of the di- 
vine today. Pray for ali pastors. 


Wed., Dec. 3—Acts 7:14-24. 
Holy Spirit Power. 
Prayer Suacestions: “The time of the 
promise drew nigh, which God had 
sworn to Abraham.” All events in hu- 
man history, like checkers and chess- 
men, are managed and moved by the 
Lord, whose right it is to handle them. 
History reveals the managing hand of 


Suppose - 
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God. As a manager exercises his pre- 
rogative in managing his business, so 
does God work all in all in-His infinite 
universe. The history of Israel displays 
His hand wondrously. All history is 
under God’s direction. The judgment 
on Babylon is a striking illustration of 
God’s control of nations. Pray that the 
exhortation of Psalm 2:10-12 may be 
definitely set before national leaders. 


Thurs., Dec. 4—Mark 5:21-24. 
A Plea for Help. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “One of the 


rulers of the synagogue, Jairus by name 
... fell at his feet, and besought him 
greatly, saying, My little daughter lieth 
at the point of death: I pray thee, come 
and lay thy hands on her, that she may 
be healed; and she shall live.” Bible 
prayers are very instructive. Note the 
postures, pleas, and prominence of faith 
in answered prayers. There is nothing ¢ 
good in itself either in time or eternity 
that is not connected with prayer (see 
John 17). Pray for.more faith in the 
God of the promises. 


Fri., Dec. 5.—Mark 5:35-43. 
Help Granted. 
PraYER SUGGESTIONS: “As soon as Jesus 
heard the word that was spoken, he 
saith unto the ruler of the synagogue, 
Be not afraid, only believe.” Difficulties 
and delays will be experienced in get- 
ting God’s answers to prayer, But be 
not discouraged in seeking needful 
blessing. Faith in God is tested before 
being honored. “He will fulfil the de- 
sire of them that fear him: he also will 
hear their cry, and will save them” 
(Psa. 145:19). Pray for the patience of 
faith needed until God fulfills His prom- 

ises. 

Sat., Dec. 6.—Mark 5:25-34. 
Faith That Heals. 
PRAYER SuGGEsSTIONS: “Daughter, thy 
faith hath made thee whole; go in peace, 
and be whole of thy plague.” Unless we 
do have faith in Christ we shall not be 
able to go in peace: but very likely go 
to pieces. Hannah illustrates peaceful 
trust in*the Lord. She was no more sad 
after she had laid her request before the 
Lord. Are you resting in God’s faithful- 
ness? “He that cometh to God must 
believe that he is, and that he is a re- 
warder of them that diligently seek him” 
(Heb. 11:6). Pray for more confidence 

in the God of the promises. 


Sun., Dec. 7.—Col. 1:15-17. 
The Great Creator. 
PRAYER SvucGcestTions: Christ, “who is 
the image of the invisible God, the 
firstborn of every creature: for by him 
were all things created, that are in 
heaven, and that are in earth, visible 
and invisible, whether they be thrones, 
or dominions, or principalities, or 
powers: all things were created by him, 
and for him.” “The Jesus of the New 
Testament is the Jehovah of the Old 
Testament”—whoever said that based it 
upon Scripture. A grand commentary 
on the above text is what you read of 
Christ in Revelation, chapters one and 
five. Pray that you may give the Lord 

Jesus more honor due Him. 
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